The FOCA is pleased to announce the details of our St. Tikhon's Married Student Housing Project that was presented and approved at the National FOCA convention in Nashville, TN in 2007.

History of the Project

The FOCA has been closely involved with the seminaries for many years. Recently we have developed specialized programs targeting the married seminarians at St. Tikhon’s, St Vladimir’s and St. Herman’s seminaries.  The programs started locally on the New Jersey District level and were embraced by our national organization to gain further impact. One program that has been very successful is the St. Nicholas gift program.  This program matches married seminarian family wish lists with parishes, chapters or districts. The students and their families create wish lists for the holidays which are filled by the parishes or chapters.  This year alone, the program reached 38 families with 82 children, with an additional program providing funds to the married students at St. Herman’s in Alaska.  Approximately $20,000 in gifts and donations was raised for the St. Nicholas program.  

Through the Christmas Wish List project, we found that, although our assistance was truly welcomed, there existed a further need to help these families during their short time in seminary. Many of theses students give up careers, leave their homes and parishes thousand of miles away and up root their children, all to follow a calling to serve the Orthodox Church. In many situations, it is impossible for the student to work to help to defray daily living expenses, and work for the spouses is minimal at best.  Many of these families get little outside support. As you may not be aware, the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America adopted a “Seminarian Adoption” project. Since its inception, the project has been able to raise over $100,000 distributed directly on a monthly basis to those students in need. 

How does it work? After meeting with the deans of Orthodox seminaries, a list of the most needy families is compiled. Parishes are assigned a family from these lists and are asked to pledge a monthly amount that they will send directly to these families. Once a family receives the total monthly short fall needed, they are taken off the list.  This program has also helped with the relationship between local parishes, laymen and the students. There is monthly communication with the students, so they realize they are not alone and are being supported in doing God’s work.

Through these two programs we have developed special relationships with the students.  Our members have been invited to each other’s homes;  we have been in communication about seminary issues, and have built friendship and trust.  We have also realized a significant need at St. Tikhon’s.  The students at St. Tikhon’s have greater financial needs based on the lack of housing in the surrounding areas.  Our two programs helped us identify the significant need for married student housing at St. Tikhon’s.

The FOCA voted in 2006 to study the possibility of implementing a project to provide such housing for the seminary.  We met with the Board of Trustees of St. Tikhon’s numerous times; gained their support, as well as the support of Metropolitan Herman and the students.  The students created a survey to gain insight on the actual need for housing, the type of housing, wish lists in reference to the housing units and other consideration in building married student housing.  Members from our organization volunteered to take this information to create a proposal that was to be presented at the 2007 national F.O.C.A. convention. (The members of the FOCA housing project committee are, Fr. Bill Evansky (Spiritual Advisor and Seminarian Liaison) Michael Steffaro (Chairman), John Petronko (Legal), Theodore Gregory (Architect), Polly Walker (Correspondence), John Witkowski (Treasurer) Michael Bowan (Financial Advisor).  This committee has been working closely with the seminary board of trustees and Very Rev. Michael Dahulich (Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary))

Once the committee was formed, member Ted Gregory, a certified architect, was able to come up with a concept for the housing project as a starting point and to identify the proposed costs for construction.   President Michael Steffaro then created the financial plan on how we would be able to fund the project.  We received the proper direction from the Board of Trustees of the F.O.C.A. and then we proceeded to develop the presentation to the convention body.   At our 2007 National Convention in Nashville, TN, the organization voted to accept the project and to move forward in gaining pledges to fund the construction. 

Details of the Project

The housing project proposed is to be in force for at least the next four years.  This year, we are advertising, educating, spreading the word about the project and collecting pledges.  We are asking all Orthodox Christians to help achieve this goal.  We will be mailing information, brochures and pledge forms to our F.O.C.A. members in addition to all OCA members.  Our intention is to also inform and educate the other Orthodox jurisdictions that attend seminary at St. Tikhon’s.  The FOCA is anticipating a positive response from our Orthodox community.  Our organization’s role in the project is to be the facilitator and the voice for the project.  The housing units will be built on seminary property and will be owned by the seminary.  Donations and pledges will be held in a separate account by the FOCA that will be audited annually. This report will be public to all donors and as each phase of the project in completed, the funds will be distributed.  There will be no loans taken by our organization or the seminary.  The seminary is the beneficiary of the project. The F.O.C.A. is communicating with them on the building itself to gain insight into needs and wants, and the actual land on which the building is to be placed is dictated by the Seminary.  We expect the project to be accomplished in four phases.  Our goal is to build 12 units housed in three buildings.  Each building will house four units; the first building will have 2 two-bedroom units and 2 three bedrooms units.  The second building will house 4 three bedroom units and the third building will house 2 two bedroom and 2 three bedroom units.  The approximate cost of each building is $480,000, with site work costing approximately $460,000. This is a total of $1.9 million dollars before professional fees.  We expect the professional fees to be approximately $200,000.

The project is still open to bid for an architect and construction.  A decision will be made before the summer for each.  There are four levels of giving to achieve the financial goals of the project.  We are asking that this be a three-year commitment to complete the pledged amount.

· Benefactor level $5,000 a year for three years

· Founder level $2,500 a year for three years

· Supporter level $1,000 a year for three years

· Donor level $500 a year for three years

We are also accepting larger amount donations that can be given in Memoriam or for naming rights.  Naming can be for an individual unit (each building has four units) common use areas in each building or the whole building itself can be named.  We have collected over $10,000 in donations to this point and have received over $100,000 in pledges.  Our goal is to raise at least $700,000 before we can begin to apply for matching grants.

We ask for your support. Expect to hear from members of the FOCA in your parishes in the near future.  Members within our organization have been identified in each respective district/diocese to be a spokesperson for the project.  They are seeking permission to do presentations in your churches in support for the housing project.  If you are interested in helping us achieve our goals please contact:



Michael Steffaro, President









Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America






38 Beryl Street










South River, NJ 08882









(732) 698-1952

Please go to www.orthodoxfellowship.org to down load the pledge form

