




The Board of Trustees of the FOCA recently met at the site of the 85th
National Convention in Alexandria, VA.  The meeting opened with the
review of the reports of the Executive Board and Governors.  

Some highlights include a report by Vice President Michael Steffaro
that there is still interest by other parties to purchase or lease our
Administrative Building in Wilkes-Barre.  To help that process along, a
new appraisal of the property has been conducted.  The results of that
appraisal are pending.  In addition, I reported on a discussion with Fr.
Alexander Atty, Dean of St. Tikhon's Seminary.  He informed me that the
Seminary is moving forward with the plan to purchase a local building to renovate into Married Student
Housing.  Our FOCA Committee on this project will soon begin its work to develop the plan for our support
of this project.

After the routine business was completed, the attention of the Board turned to the work and the report
of the Reorganization Committee.  This review focused on the results of the recent FOCA membership sur-
vey.  The delegates at the 84th National Convention in Pittsburgh requested this survey be conducted. The
Reorganization Committee in consultation with the Executive Board developed the survey.  The survey was
distributed via postal mail to every member of the organization for which a current address was known. It
was also made available for completion on line.

With over twenty-five percent of our members completing the survey, the response was outstanding.  On
behalf of the Executive Board, the Board of Trustees, and the Reorganization Committee, I would like to
express a sincere thank you to all members who responded to the survey.  Your input is truly appreciated
and has already begun to help form the continued efforts of the Reorganization Committee.  This response
illustrates the passion that our members have for the Fellowship and the Church in general.  

The respondents to the survey represented a cross section of our membership.  The Board reviewed
the raw data from the survey, evaluating the responses to each question in detail.  While many opinions
were expressed through the survey, several overriding themes could be detected.  There was clear consen-
sus that the primary concern of our membership was improved communication both amongst the member-
ship and to the Church at large.  There was significant agreement that our primary objectives should con-
tinue to be Charity and Fellowship.  Finally, there was concern about how the reorganization plan to be pre-
sented by the Committee and approved by the Board of Trustees would impact membership growth.

This process of recreating our Fellowship that started as a lively and productive breakout session in
Hartford is nearing completion.  The next step will be a full analysis of the survey results by the
Reorganization Committee followed by meetings of the Committee.  Once the Committee has met, their rec-
ommendations will be presented to the Board of Trustees who will then meet to discuss the recommenda-
tions.  The final product will grow from this interaction between the Committee and the Board of Trustees. 

Every member of the Fellowship should be aware that while significant work has been done there
remains much work before concrete recommendations can be brought to the 2011 Convention.  These rec-
ommendations will vary in nature and include resolutions on how we do business, recommendations on how
we administer our current and future programs, suggestions for modifying how we run our National Events,
and potential changes to our Constitution and Bylaws.  The work, however, is far from over.  

While members of Committees, of Departments, and of the Board of Trustees are putting endless hours
into this effort, the true heart and soul of the Fellowship is you the individual member.  Please continue to
make your voice known in this process.  Your thoughts and concerns have been and will continue to be
heard as we approach our 85th Convention.  As the process unfolds, you will be updated regularly through
direct communication from the Executive Board to you, to your Governor, and to your Chapter.  The survey
results will soon be mailed to your Chapter representative and posted on our website.  Look for more post-
ings in the future.  

Finally, we must all continue to remember that the ultimate shape of our Organization will be up to the
will of the Holy Spirit.  We must remember that all we do, we do to the building up of the Church and to the
Glory of the Lord.  If we keep the Lord in the center of all we do and say, our efforts will bear more fruit than
we could ever imagine.  Once again I personally thank each and every one of your for your commitment to
the Church and your love of the FOCA.  May you all have a Blessed Great Lent and Joyous Pascha.
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2011 Articles Deadlines for the OCJ:
Spring due May 15th

Send all material to our Editor:
Nicholas Ressetar

1510 Green Street Harrisburg, PA 17102-2511
Phone: 717-761-2121

WORD attachment articles work best within an E-mail:
tsarnick3@aol.com

Please  do not  send one-of-a-kind photos to the OCJ, 
send a copy.  Returned photos are not guaranteed!

EDITOR’S NOTES
Nicholas D. Ressetar

Editor, Orthodox Christian JOURNAL

F.O.C.A. HIGHLIGHTS AND
NEWS-IN-BRIEF

22001111 FFOOCCAA GGIIFFTTSS OOFF LLOOVVEE:: 
OORRTTHHOODDOOXX CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN FFEELLLLOOWWSSHHIIPP ((OOCCFF))

by Polly Walker, Immediate Past National President

At our 2010 national convention in Pittsburgh, delegates decided that
this year’s Gifts of Love project would benefit the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF).  OCF is the official collegiate campus ministry program
under the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central
America (assemblyofbishops.org), formerly known as SCOBA.  Its mission
is to support fellowships on college campuses whose members experience
and witness to the Orthodox Christian Church through community life,
prayer, service to others and study of the Faith.  

OCF headquarters are located in Indianapolis, IN and it supports some
270 local college and university chapters across the United States and
Canada.  In addition, it provides a variety of thoughtful and innovative
programming, including regional training, annual conferences, and
domestic and international service learning projects.  OCF has a staff of
six full-time employees, including the first full-time executive director in
over 30 years, and its first full-time campus chaplain who ministers in
the “Triangle Area” outside Charlotte, NC.  OCF is thankful to God for the
growth of its ministry and believes the greatest chapters are yet to be
written.  For more information, visit its website: www.ocf.net.

Chapters are asked to hold at least one fundraiser for this worthwhile
project during this year; individual contributions may also be made.  We
hope to make the Gifts of Love presentation to OCF at our national con-
vention in Alexandria this Labor Day weekend.  Payments may be made
to “FOCA” and sent to our national treasurer: Michael Bowan, 2100
Lincoln Park West, #9ES, Chicago, IL 60614.  We thank you in advance
for your continued support of this important charity.  If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
rusynakova@gmail.com.

As we approach the end of winter and the start of Great Lent,
we’re pleased to present the new issue of your Journal!  Our fea-
ture is the remarkable life and death of Mother Olga of Alaska,
who is locally venerated for her works of healing and interces-
sion.  Father Michael Oleksa preaches about Olga during his trav-
els to the Lower 48 and distributes prints of her “portrait” and,
having heard one of his sermons, we felt compelled to relate this
story to others.  Thanks to him and Father John Shimchick, who
originally wrote this piece.  Speaking of Alaska, we reproduce
several thank you letters received from St. Herman’s Seminary,
courtesy of our informal correspondent, Marge Cimbolic, from
this year’s St. Nicholas project.  Good job Sonia & Bill
Kraftician!  

Next, we cover the recent “St. Matthew Passion” concert in
New York City presented by St. Vladimir’s Seminary.  Composed
by Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev), an Orthodox Christian
churchman for our contemporary times – who appears on the
back cover – this was the U.S. English-language premiere and it
was met with a standing ovation.  We also remember our good
friend, Kathy Lazor, a past national recording secretary, on her
untimely passing.  Appreciation to Leon Sheean for finding his
photos that capture her so well.  Memory eternal!

In general district and chapter news, we have a report on this
year’s Novogodny Ball, the upcoming Miskiv scholarship dinner,
Central PA’s St. Andrew’s day, the Upper NY State junior district
convention & bowling, ice skating in Bayonne and candlelight
bowling in Burr Ridge.  The Kidz Corner is an Easter egg proj-
ect for Pascha created by Matushka Theodora – thanks mom –
and thanks to our Paschal patrons.  Plan now for the Alexandria
national convention.  IPP Polly Walker invites us to support this
year’s Gifts of Love project for OCF.  Get your scholarship appli-
cations in students; be sure to enter the photo contest.  And for the
sports-minded,  this issue has bowling in Harrisburg and basket-
ball in Cleveland with accompanying promo pieces and entry
forms.

Many thanks to managing/layout editor/publisher Michael
Schultz for his great professional talents and creativity.  Have a
good lent and a joyous Pascha and, until next time, enjoy the
Fellowship you find on these pages!
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“Come, O assembly of the
Orthodox, and with love let
us praise the holy women,
men and children, those
known to us and those
known only to God, and let
us cry out to them: Rejoice,
All Saints of North
America, and pray to God
for us.”
—— Synaxis of Saints of
North America

Saints of North America – known and unknown.  While
all of the canonized saints of North America have so far been
men, over the past few years an Orthodox woman, native of
North America, has slowly become known to more and more
people, particularly other Orthodox women.

Matushka Olga Michael, wife of the departed Archpriest
Nikolai O. Michael  from the village of Kwethluk on the
Kuskokwim River in Alaska, as described in Father Michael
Oleksa’s book, Orthodox Alaska (Yonkers, NY: St. Vladimir
Seminary Press, 1998), was neither a “physically impressive
or imposing figure.”  She raised eight children to maturity,
giving birth to several of them without a midwife.  (Several
others died).  While her husband was away taking care of
many other parishes, she kept busy raising their family and
doing many things for other people.  One is reminded of the
story of Tabitha in the Book of Acts (9:36) when hearing that
“[i]n addition to sewing Father Nikolai’s vestments in the
early years and crafting beautiful parkas, boots and mittens
for her children, she was constantly sewing or knitting socks
or fur outerwear for others.  Hardly a friend or neighbor was
without something Matushka had made for them.  Parishes
hundred of miles away received unsolicited gifts, traditional
Eskimo boots (‘mukluks’) to sell or raffle for their building
fund.  All the clergy of the deanery wore gloves or woolen
socks . . . [which she] had made for them.” (p. 203). 

While fulfilling many of the other tasks (like preparing the
prosphora) often assumed by priests’ wives, she also knew
the hymns of many feast days, including Palm Sunday, Holy
Week and Pascha in Yup’ik (her native language) by heart.
After miraculously surviving an initial bout of cancer when it
seemed that nothing could be done, she eventually suc-

cumbed to a return of the disease, preparing herself for death
which took place on November 8, 1979 with great courage
and faith.

It appeared that the normal snow and river ice of that time
of the year would prevent many people from attending her
funeral.  But the weather uncharacteristically changed and a
southerly wind helped to melt the ice and snow allowing
parishioners from the neighboring villages to make the jour-
ney to Kwethluk.  “Hundreds of friends . . . filled the newly-
consecrated church on the extraordinary spring-like day of
the funeral.  Upon exiting the church, the procession was
joined by flocks of birds, although by that time of year, all
birds have long since flown south.  The birds circled overhead
and accompanied the coffin to the grave site.  The usually
frozen soil had been easy to dig because of the unprecedent-
ed thaw.  That night, after the memorial meal, the wind began
to blow again, the ground refroze, ice covered the river, win-
ter returned.  It was as if the earth itself had opened to receive
the woman.  The cosmos still cooperates and participates in
the worship the Real People [i.e, the name native people give
to themselves] offer to God.”  Orthodox Alaska, p. 205.  

However, it is not just her story that has been so special
and life changing to others, but the actual encounter with her
presence that has taken place in remarkable ways.  One
woman, originally from Kwethluk but now living in Arizona,
had a dream in which Matushka Olga appeared, assuring her
that her mother would be alright because she was coming to
join her in a bright and joyful place.  This woman did not
know her mother was sick at the time, that she had been
rushed to Anchorage, and that she would soon die.  But the
next day she received news of her mother’s emergency evac-
uation and rushed from Arizona to Alaska, comforting her
mother with the news Matushka Olga had brought her about
her eternal destiny.  The woman died in peace and with her
daughter without the shock and grief that would have certain-
ly ensued if the dream had not reassured her.

The most detailed account comes from an Orthodox
woman who had suffered for many years from the conse-
quences of severe sexual abuse experienced as a child.  This
is her testimony of meeting Matushka Olga:

“One day I was deeply at prayer and awake.  I had remem-
bered an event that was very scary.  My prayer began with my
asking the Holy Theotokos for help and mercy.  Gradually I
was aware of standing in the woods still feeling a little scared.

COVERstories

Blessed  Mother  Olga  of  Alaska:
A Modern Day Healer with God’s Grace

by Father John Shimchick
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Soon a gentle wave of tenderness began to sweep through the
woods followed by a fresh garden scent.  I saw the Virgin
Mary, dressed as she is in the icon, but more natural looking
and brighter, walking toward me.  As she came closer I was
aware of someone walking behind her.  She stepped aside and
gestured to a short, wise-looking woman.  I asked her, “Who
are you?”  And the Virgin Mary answered, “St. Olga.” 

“St. Olga gestured for me to follow her.  We walked a long
way until there weren’t many trees.  We came to a little hill
that had a door cut into the side. After a little while some
smoke came out of the top of the hill. St. Olga came out with
some herbal tea.  We both sat in silence drinking our tea and
feeling the warmth of the sun on our faces.  I began to get a
pain in my belly and she led me inside.  The door was so low
I had to duck like bowing in prayer.

“Inside the hill was dry and warm and very quiet.  The
light was very soft coming from a shallow bowl and from the
open hole on the top of the hill.  Everything around me felt
gentle, especially Mother Olga.  The little hill house smelled
like wild thyme and white pine in the sun with roses and vio-
lets mixed in.  Mother Olga helped me up on a kind of plat-
form bed like a box filled with moss and grasses.  It was soft
and smelled like the earth and the sea.  I was exhausted and
lay back.  St. Olga went over to the lamp and warmed up
something which she rubbed on my belly.  I looked five
months pregnant (I was not really pregnant at that time).  I
started to labor.  I was a little scared.  Mother Olga climbed
up beside me and gently holding me by the arm, she pretend-
ed to labor with me, showing me what to do and how to
breathe.  She still hadn’t said anything.  She helped me push
out some stuff like afterbirth which kind of soaked into dried
moss on the box bed.  I was very tired and crying a little from
relief when it was over.

“Up until this she hadn’t spoken, but her eyes spoke with
great tenderness and understanding.  We both got up and had
some tea.  As we were drinking it, Holy Mother Olga gradu-
ally became the light in the room.  Her face looked like there
was a strong light bulb or the sun shining under her skin.  But
I think the whole of her glowed.  I was just so connected to
her loving gaze that I didn’t pay much attention to anything
else.  It was like the kind of loving gaze from a mother to an
infant that connects and welcomes a baby to life.  She seemed
to pour tenderness into me through her eyes.  This wasn’t
scary even though, at that time, I didn’t know about people
who literally shone with the love of God.  (It made more
sense after I read about St. Seraphim.)  I know now that some
very deep wounds were being healed at that time.  She gave
me back my own life which had been stolen, a life that is now
defined by the beauty and love of God for me, the restored
work of His Hands.

“After some time I felt like I was filled with wellness and
a sense of quiet entered my soul, as if my soul had been cry-
ing like a grief-stricken abandoned infant and now had final-

ly been comforted.  Even now as I write . . . the miracle of the
peacefulness, and also the zest for life which wellness has
brought, causes me to cry with joy and awe.

“Only after this did Holy Mother Olga speak.  She spoke
about God and people who choose to do evil things.  She said
the people who hurt me thought they could make me carry
their evil inside of me by rape.  She was very firm when she
said: “That’s a lie.  Only God can carry evil away.  The only
thing they could put inside you was the seed of life which is
a creation of God and cannot pollute anyone.”  I was never
polluted.  It just felt that way because of the evil intentions of
the people near me.  What I had held inside me was the pain,
terror, shame and helplessness I felt.  We had labored togeth-
er and that was all out of me now.  She burned some grass
over the little flame and the smoke went straight up to God,
who is both the judge and the forgiver.  I understood by the
incense that it wasn’t my job to carry the sins of people
against me either.  It was God’s, and what an ever-unfolding
richness this taste of salvation is.

“At the end of this healing time we went outside together.
It was not dark in the visioning prayer.  There were so many
stars stretching to infinity.  The sky was all shimmer with a
moving veil of light.  (I had seen photos of the northern light
but didn’t know that they move.)  Either Matushka Olga said
or we both heard in our hearts – I can’t remember which –
that the moving curtain of light was to be for us a promise that
God can create great beauty from complete desolation and
nothingness.  For me it was like proof of the healing – great
beauty where there had been nothing before but despair hid-
den by shame and great effort.”

What is one to make of these accounts?  If nothing else,
for now, one can acknowledge the special place that
Matushka Olga has had in the lives of certain native people
and a growing number of contemporary women.  But it is in
the slow and gradually expanding process of knowledge
which moves from local veneration to broader awareness that
God reveals how He can be “wonderful in His Saints.”
Matushka Olga herself was a midwife and may also have
known from personal experience the traumas of being abused
earlier in life.  Perhaps it is in this role as an advocate for
those who have been abused, particularly sexually, that God
will continue to use Matushka Olga in drawing “straight with
crooked lines,” His work of “creating beauty from complete
desolation and nothingness.”

If God wills, may it also one day be possible to exclaim:
“O Blessed Mother Olga, pray to God for us!”

(Editor’s Note: This article, with minor editing, originally
appeared in Jacob’s Well in the spring/summer 1997.  Father
Shimchick thanked Father Oleksa and Father John and Lyn
Breck for their support and help in providing the source mate-
rials for the article.  Father Oleksa often preaches about
Mother Olga and distributes prints of her “portrait.”)
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My GGrandfather:  VVery RRev. NNicolai OO. MMichael ((1912-11984)
by Olga (Michael) McGill

Father Nicolai O. Michael, my grandfather, was born in Kwethluk, Alaska in 1912.  He grew up
here, raising a family with his wife, Matushka Olga (“Olinka”).  They had 13  children but, unfor-
tunately, only 8 survived.  Father was a very caring person and well-known throughout the delta.
He loved to fish and hunt.  Father also herded reindeer, which were used both as pack animals
and food for our community.  I think the most exciting thing that happened to him in his life was
the trip he took to New York.  

Father Nicolai was a strict father.  He started the first U.S. Post Office and General Store in
Kwethluk where he was both postmaster and manager.  Later he and 6 other village men because
the church readers before eventually all becoming priests.  They were all self-taught in the Orthodox Faith, having been prepared before the time when a seminary was
available.  Father Nicolai was the very first priest in our village of Kwethluk.  His advice to the younger people: “Always love your neighbors no matter who and what they
are.  Learn the Holy Bible, go to church, don’t pay back others when they do something good for you, and you always be good.”  May Grandfather’s memory be eternal!

The BBeauty oof MMy GGrandmother OOlga MMichael
by Elizabeth (Michael) Ruppert

Often I think of my Grandmother Olga Michael and I do feel her presence.  Even though I cannot see her physical form, I know she is there physically.  I feel so blessed
to have known her in the way that I did.  I learned unconditional love from her because she loved me without any conditions – just loving me because I was me.  

Minnie, my mother, told me that I moved in with my grandparents when I was 3 years old and lived with them until I was in high school.  I remember one time that
she got angry at us for being so noisy and it was the only time I heard her yell.  She treated me and the rest of her grandchildren in gentle and loving ways.  

Grandmother Olga (Ma) fed us and made sure we went to school on time.  She helped me with my homework even though she did not know much English.  I would
get upset with her at times because she was constantly trying to help me, but that was the way she was, always helping other people.  

The best thing about my grandmother was how she held me as we were lying in bed, with her arm over my stomach.  I knew that she loved me.  Because I loved her, I
would hold her in the same manner.  She was the main reason why my childhood was happy and carefree.  

My Grandmother Olga made sure that I was safe.  The best thing anyone can do for a child is to make sure that they feel loved, and that is precisely what she did for
me.  I know how to love unconditionally through the example of my Grandmother Olga.  That is something so valuable that no one can take it away. Not even death can
fade that kind of love.  Memory eternal!  

Mother OOlga TTestimony
by Khouria Rachel Thurman

Very early in my first pregnancy I had problems and my midwife told us we were likely losing the baby.  
I went for an emergency ultrasound and, on the way over, I tearfully asked blessed Matushka Olga to pray for 
our precious little one.  The ultrasound showed a strong little heartbeat and a safe, growing baby.

In my prayers I thanked Matushka Olga many times over for her intercessions.  I continued to ask for her 
prayers throughout my pregnancy.  Other than the early complications, my pregnancy was healthy and joyful and, 
on November 24, 2004, Benjamin was delivered safely into this world.  I continue to ask blessed Matushka Olga 
to pray for our family, and she will always hold a special place in our home and in my heart.

This photo was taken on January 10, 2009 
in the evening during Slaviq, the Old Calendar Christmas celebrations, at Ivan Michael’s home in Kwethluk.  

Those who have seen the photo recognize the face of Matushka Olga Michael in the window.  
There are other faces in the window if you look more closely. 
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The 74th Annual Novogodny Ball: A F.O.C.A Classic
On Sunday, January16, 2011, St. Stephen’s Orthodox Catholic Fellowship, Chapter #82 of the F.O.C.A., con-

tinued a great F.O.C.A. tradition by hosting the 74th annual Novogodny Ball at the Radisson Hotel in Trevose,
PA.  For more than seven decades, F.O.C.A. members, friends, and families have gathered with us every January
to dance in the New Year.  The names and faces have changed but the Ball has remained a constant, providing
an evening of fellowship and an opportunity to re-connect with old and new friends.

The 2011 version of the Ball was true to form.  From the sit down dinner that preceded the Ball for many of
our attendees to the first strains of the lively
music played by the Kauriga Orchestra, the
evening was superb.  That some of our
patrons came from as far as Michigan, Ohio,
and upstate New York speaks to the drawing
card that this event continues to be.

One of the highlights of the evening was
when our long time co-chair, Paul
Fedoronko, asked everyone under age thirty
to pose for a group shot during one of the
intermissions. We didn’t count them, but we
estimate there may have been 100 people in
this photo op. The great turnout of young
adults is a continuing positive trend.  Many
summer camp and e-mail friends enjoy
renewing friendships at the Ball.  If you’re a
twenty or thirty something and weren’t
there, you missed a great time!

Next year will be the 75th anniversary of
the Novogodny  Ball.  Paul, his dedicated
co-chair, Lisa Lelo, and the members of
Chapter 82 have already been meeting to
begin the planning for this milestone event.
If you haven’t been to the Novogodny in
years – or even if you have never attended –
please plan to join us for what we promise
will be a special celebration of our Diamond
anniversary.  So, SAVE THE DATE:
January 15, 2012.  We’ll be providing
more information to you very soon so stay
tuned.

Please e-mail us at novogodnyball@veri-
zon.net and we’ll add you to our regular
mail or e-mail lists.

Larry Skvir, St. Stephen’s OCF

FEATUREstories
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For several years, Sonia Kraftician has acted as the Fellowship’s liaison to St. Herman Seminary in Kodiak, AK.  At the
recent Pittsburgh national convention, she and her husband Bill – who spent about 25 years working in Alaska with the
clergy during summer vacations – spoke movingly about the difficult and challenging living conditions of the students.
Their presentation was met with extended applause.  We look forward
to their update at the Alexandria convention.  This year, the St.
Nicholas Christmas project raised some $2,025 in gifts which were
sent to the seminarians and their families.  Please read some of the
thank-you notes, penned in their own hands, on this page.  And a
special “thank you” to both Sonia and Bill for their worthy efforts
for our fellow Orthodox Christians in Alaska!

Dean and Students of St. Herman’s Seminary, Kodiak, AK
Express Their Thanks

for the FOCA St. Nicholas Christmas Project
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Over 1000 concertgoers
packed St. Paul the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church
near Lincoln Center in
New York City on
February 7, 2011 to experi-
ence the exhilarating U.S.
English-language premiere
of the “St. Matthew
Passion” by Metropolitan
Hilarion (Alfeyev), an
orchestral work for choir
and soloists.  It was pre-
sented by St. Vladimir’s

Orthodox Theological Seminary of Yonkers, NY in
cooperation with the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
New York and through the generous funding of the
Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation and the St.
Gregory the Theologian Charity Foundation of
Moscow.  Greg Hobbs, director of music at Highland
Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas, conducted the
New York Virtuoso Singers and the Salomé Chamber
Ensemble.  Soloists were Mary Mackenzie, soprano,
Ana Mihanovic, mezzo-soprano, Blake Friedman,
tenor and Aaron Theno, bass.  Protodeacon Vadim Gan
(ROCOR) chanted the passion excerpts from the
Gospel of St. Matthew.

On behalf of the seminary, Chancellor Father Chad
Hatfield welcomed everyone to the concert and greet-
ed Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) and other hierar-
chs, including Metropolitan Hilarion (ROCOR),
Metropolitan Jonah and Bishops Tikhon, Melchizedek
and Michael.  A number of FOCA members also
attended.  

The composer, Metropolitan Hilarion, was born in
1966 and raised in Soviet Russia.  He was consecrated
a bishop in 2002 and in 2009 became chairman of the
Moscow Patriarchate Department for External Church
Relations; he is the Russian Orthodox Church’s chief
diplomat.  “A polygot and exceptionally gifted,

Metropolitan Hilarion has authored more than 600
publications, including 20 books that have been trans-
lated into major European languages.  His musical
compositions include the Divine Liturgy (2006) and
All-Night Vigil (2006) for a capella choir; the
Christmas Oratorio for soloists, boys choir, mixed
choir and symphony orchestra (2007); and A Song of
the Ascent, a choral symphony on the Psalms (2008).”

“For some time Metropolitan Hilarion’s full poten-
tial as a musician and composer lay ‘hidden under a
basket’ (Matt. 5:15).  Only 30 years ago, the inclusion
of a religious subject in a public concert was complete-
ly forbidden in the Soviet Union.  Such compositions
were either altered to remove sacred content or entire-
ly expunged from a program.  Believing musicians
were further plagued with the possibilities of expulsion
from academic posts, strained relationships with musi-
cians’ unions, and the cessation of government com-
missions.”

“After the fall of communist Russia in 1991, howev-
er, the situation changed radically.  Metropolitan
Hilarion himself became recognized as a rising star in
both ecclesiastical and musical circles as he demon-
strated his faithfulness to the gospel and his dedication
to sacred music.  His Christmas Oratorio, performed
in the Russian language, received an enthusiastic
response when it toured the United States in 2007.  The
Central Symphony Orchestra of the Russian Ministry

“St. Matthew Passion”
by Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev):  

The U.S. English-Language Premiere at 
St. Paul the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in New York City



of Defense, combined with the Choir of the National
Tretyakov Art Gallery and the Youth Choir of the
Moscow Conservatory, attracted large audiences and
filled venues to capacity in Boston, New York and
Washington.”

“After such a successful American debut,
Metropolitan Hilarion sought to provide something in
English for this welcoming audience.  Looking for a
piece that could cross linguistic boundaries, he turned
to his St. Matthew Passion, an earlier work that had
premiered in 2006 in Russian.  The libretto draws on
the New Testament account of the Passion of Christ by
the Evangelist Matthew.  Opening with the scene of
Jesus Christ’s Last Supper with His disciples, the
Gospel takes us through His betrayal, trial, death and
burial.  Interspersed among the scriptural passages are
poignant hymns from the Orthodox Christian liturgical
services of Holy Week.  At its premiere in the Great
Hall of the Moscow Conservatory, the audience hon-
ored the piece with a standing ovation; subsequent per-
formances in Rome and Melbourne elicited the same
acclaim.  These performances were all in Russian,
however.  Not until its English-language premiere in
Toronto in 2008 did the great emotional depth of the St.
Matthew Passion stir a North American audience,
revealing the composition’s truly global significance.”

“Seeing the potential of the St. Matthew Passion to
touch a broad range of people, St. Vladimir’s Seminary
sought to host its U.S. English-language premiere.  The
seminary has received magnanimous cooperation and
assistance from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
New York in this effort.  This collaboration is particu-
larly appropriate because Metropolitan Hilarion, in his

own sphere of influence in Russia and Europe, has
long sought closer and stronger cooperation between
the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church
in witnessing to Judeo-Christian values in the face of
growing secularization. . . .  St. Vladimir’s Seminary is
pleased to present this work of brilliant beauty and
depth.   There is no better way to honor His Eminence’s
life and work than to offer a concert of decidedly
Christian music in the heart of New York City by a
composer born and raised in the former Soviet Union.”
– from the concert program book prepared by St.
Vladimir Seminary.  It was a spiritually-uplifting
evening of music. 

For further coverage of the concert and a photo gallery,
visit the seminary’s website at svots.edu.  Metropolitan
Hilarion’s department’s English-language website is
mospat.ru/en/.

Photo credits:  Tatiana Hoff of St. Vladimir Seminary
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It’s time to start packing your bags, gathering your maps and making a list of the treasure
you want to seek! The F.O.C.A. convention is less than 6 months away. That’s six months
until the adventure of a lifetime! Where will this adventure take place? It’s the only place
where the past meets the present…Old Towne Alexandria, Virginia, September 1-5, 2011, of
course!

Our convention activities will take you to the birthplaces of our founding fathers and the
monuments to the very people that shaped our nation. We will have the experience to see if
we can feel their presence in their eternal resting places. You will also get a chance to tour
the home of a former Russian Ambassador and see all the treasures they brought back from
the land of the Czars. Brush up on your American history; you will get a opportunity to test
your knowledge against other convention goers. Let’s see who was paying attention in history class! 

Of course we will be giving our treasure seekers free time to explore all that our great capital has to offer. All you
have to do is get on the Metro around the corner from our hotel. Let it take
you to the many FREE museums, parks, monuments and even the zoo
within the city limits! Why just next door to the hotel is the U.S. Patent
Office and museum filled with unique exhibits to explore. Just remember
to pack your maps, list of places you want to see and your walking shoes!

We have planned many exciting activities for our junior explorers as
well. We will take them by boat to visit President Washington’s home at
Mt. Vernon, explore the Potomac aboard a pirate ship, see where our
money is made (no we will not take any samples!) and even go on a scav-
enger hunt around Old Towne in search of clues from our past. 

We will be hanging our hats at the Alexandria Westin Hotel convenient-
ly located in the center of Old Towne; only two blocks from the Metro and
King Street (the heart and soul of the city). There is a FREE trolley that
runs the length of King Street every 20 minutes so you can explore at your
leisure! King Street is home to
many great shops and restau-
rants. At the end of the street is
the majestic Potomac where
there are always street perform-
ers to watch and ample seating
to relax and take in the many
boats docked at the marinas.

The hotel rate is $109/night
and only $10 to park your car a
day. These rates are good for
you to explore 5 days before and 5 days
after the convention. You will need to
make your reservations early, so please
call 703-253-8600 as soon as possible!

Remember… your adventure begins less than 6 months from now! Mark your calen-
dars to join us in Alexandria, Virginia, September 2011. Your next contact will be your
passport for your journey. Look for it in the late Spring!

86th National FOCA Convention
Alexandria, Virginia - September 2011
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Revitalization/Reorganization Committee
The Revitalization/Reorganization Committee met in November 2010 and created a survey that was sent to all FOCA

members via US mail during the week of January 17, 2010. The deadline for submitting replies was set at February 7, 2011.
A total of 300 surveys were completed with 113 being done online and 187 returned by US mail.

As this report is due on February 10, 2011, it is not possible to have the results available at this time as the hand complet-
ed surveys need to be merged with the online responses.

The results will be tabulated by Susan O’Reilly, the person that was contract-
ed to create and compile the survey results.  She will begin this process the
week of February 14.  After the results are tabulated, she will forward them to
the Committee. Chairman Michael G. Herzak will then prepare a report to pres-
ent at the February 25-26 Board of Trustees Meeting.

Our thanks to the members of the FOCA who completed the survey and
returned it by the deadline date, and our thanks to the members of the commit-
tee for their input and efforts in this project. Michael G. Herzak

Alice Woog

Last year, over 200 people again turned out to support the
8th Annual Richard J. Miskiv Memorial Scholarship
Beefsteak Dinner Fundraiser. The overwhelming success of
the past events, coupled with generous donations from those
people who could not attend the dinners, has jointly con-
tributed over $75,000 to the fund to date. As a result, annual
scholarships continue to be awarded through the FOCA,
where Richard was an active member for over 35 years, as
well as through Garfield High School, where Richard was a
1970 graduate and a 2002 inductee into its Athletic Hall of
Fame. 

Last year, the Miskiv Scholarship committee also award-
ed 5 - $1,000.00 scholarship on the National Level at the
Pittsburgh Convention in replacement of the National FOCA
elimination of scholarships for 2010 with those funds used
for travel expenses for the reorganizational committee.

This year’s dinner is being held on Saturday May 14th,
again at SS Peter and Paul’s Russian Orthodox Cultural

Center in Passaic, NJ . We hope to have another large turnout
and provide an enjoyable evening for a worthy cause.

The ticket prices will again be $40.00 for adults and
$20.00 for children under the age of 16. The dinner will begin
at 5:30 PM this year and include fruit and salad platters, ziti,
filet mignon on French bread, dessert and coffee, along with
beer, wine and soda. Raffle prizes, a 50-50, and silent auction
items will be available for your participation as we hope to
have the usual variety of unique items. 

The deadline for ticket purchase is April 25th. If you
have any questions, please call Ken Baron (201-848-1505) or
Susan Kupec Burek (201-797-4854). If you are unable to
attend the dinner, but would like to make a donation, kindly
forward your donation to: Richard Miskiv Memorial
Scholarship Fund. c/o Kenneth Baron, 338 Landi Court,
Wyckoff, NJ 07481

On a cold, rainy Sunday, Dec. 12,
2010, the Berwick “R” Club and
Holy Annunciation Church hosted
the annual St. Andrew’s Day obser-
vance of the Central PA District.
Father Michael Demko, the parish
priest, greeted everyone.  The dis-
trict’s own spiritual advisor, Father
Daniel Ressetar, gave a dramatic

monologue of St. Andrew the First
Called and held a discussion after-
wards.  In the parish hall, members
of the Coaldale MAX-21 Juniors
presented two entertaining, moving
mimes, “Creation” and “Love and
Forgiveness,” and were accompa-
nied by Father Daniel Mathewson on
the guitar.  A light lenten supper pro-

vided ample opportunity for infor-
mal fellowship.  Although the num-
bers were small, the spirit was
strong.  Seven new Juniors from
Berwick have now joined the dis-
trict’s chapter-at-large.  Thanks and
welcome to the Fellowship!

8th Annual Richard J. Miskiv
Memorial Scholarship Beefsteak Dinner Fundraiser

Central PA District Observes St. Andrew’s Day in Berwick, PA
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SPORTScorner

2011 FOCA National Basketball Tournament
Sponsored by the Cleveland ‘R’ Club
Archangel Michael Orthodox Church

Broadview Heights, Ohio
April 29 – May 1, 2011

FRIDAY!
Our weekend starts out with a BANG as we head to The Q (Quicken Loans Arena) to cheer on the Arena Football League’s
CLEVELAND GLADIATORS as they take on the Tulsa Talons. This hard-hitting, fast paced, family friendly night out is
sure to be a fun time for all!

SATURDAY!
Our Crowne Plaza Hotel guests will enjoy a complimentary hot continental breakfast at the hotel. Our tournament will
begin on Saturday morning as we head to the Independence Field House located just minutes from the hotel.

As we wrap up the Saturday games, our weekend of Orthodox fellowship will continue as we gather together for Vespers
at Archangel Michael Orthodox Church. Following Vespers we’ll head across the parking lot to Woodside Party Center for
our banquet and dance.

SUNDAY!
Join us back at Archangel Michael Church for Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning. Brunch will be served immediately fol-
lowing the liturgy. We’ll then return to Independence Field House for our championship games. Box lunches will be avail-
able for anyone interested.

It’s All About Cleveland

Our Locations:
Cleveland Gladiators Football 7:30 pm The Church
Quicken Loans Arena Archangel Michael Orthodox Church
One Center Court Woodside Party Center
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-4001 5025 Mill Road (East)

Broadview Heights, OH 44141
The Hotel
Crowne Plaza-Cleveland South*
5300 Rockside Road
Independence, OH 44131

The Games
Independence Field House
6354 Selig Drive
Independence, OH 44131

QUESTIONS?
Call or E-mail

Melissa Tesar 216-509-2573
Becky Tesar 216-403-4070

FOCABBall2011@yahoo.com

*Need hotel reservations?
Our special rate is $79.00 + tax per night at the Crowne Plaza. 

For 1 or 2 rooms call 216-524-0700 - mention FOCA 2011. Need a block of rooms? 
Contact Melissa Tesar at216-509-2573 or FOCABBall2011@yahoo.com. 

Hotel reservation deadline is April 8, 2011.
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The Central Pennsylvania District of the FOCA is sponsoring an “express train” from “Anywhere
USA” to the final destination of Harrisburg, PA for this year’s national bowling tournament over the

weekend of May 20-22, 2011.  Upon disembarking, passengers will be bowling at the 2-year old ABC
East Lanes at 1001 Eisenhower Blvd.  The area’s most modern facility features high-definition flat
screens throughout to keep us entertained during the tourney as well as a full-service lounge and

snack bar.  Check it out at abceast.com.  

Men and women team events will start Friday at 7 p.m. followed by a welcome party/open house at
the nearby Best Western Inn & Suites, just a mile-and-a-half away at 815 Eisenhower Blvd. which has
many overnight sleeping berths.  It’s less than a mile off the Pennsylvania Turnpike at the Harrisburg

East exit no. 247.  Rates are just $65 a night for a double or $85 a night for a junior suite.  Rates
include a complimentary continental breakfast and there is free wireless internet, an indoor pool,

patio, exercise room, restaurant, lounge and room service.  

Call (717) 939-1600 for reservations by April 19th; mention FOCA
bowling tournament 

for the special discount room rate.

Bowling will resume Saturday morning with doubles and singles at 9:30
a.m.  Junior/youth bowling will also be available.  During the afternoon,

consider visiting Hersheypark or Chocolatetown USA’s many other attrac-
tions such as the free Chocolate World, the Hershey Gardens, the new

Hershey Story interactive museum, Zoo America and more just 10 minutes
away.  Vespers will be served  followed by the awards banquet at the hotel.
Those staying overnight can attend Sunday Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas

Serbian Orthodox Church just 2 miles from the hotel or at Christ the
Saviour Orthodox Church about 15 minutes away.

Our conductor for this excursion is Gary Lelo, who 
doubles as the Central PA District governor.  
For any questions, contact him directly at 
pglelo71@verizon.net or (215) 538-5321.  

Use the entry form in this issue.  All aboard!!!

“ALL ABOARD!”
FOR THE 72ND ANNUAL NATIONAL

FOCA BOWLING TOURNAMENT IN

HARRISBURG, PA: MAY 20-22
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District News
2010 - UPPER NEW YORK STATE
JUNIOR DISTRICT CONVENTION

and BOWLING TOURNAMENT
The Junior Upper New York State District held its annual convention and bowling tournament on
November 13, 2010.  The event was sponsored by the Auburn Jr. R Club of St. Nicholas Church 
and was attended by 23 Juniors and over 10 adults from Auburn, Cohoes and Endicott.

A business meeting including election of district officers was held on Saturday morning.  A bowling tourna-
ment was held in the afternoon.  Following dinner the Juniors attended an installation service for the newly
elected officers prior to vespers then went to the St. Nicholas hall for an evening of board games and ice
cream social.

Congratulations are extended to our UNYS and National FOCA scholarship recipients: 
Nicole Watson ( Endicott ) and Alison Inceu ( Cohoes )
Congratulations are extended to all the bowling teams and individuals !    

-  TTEEAAMM aanndd IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL  BBOOWWLLIINNGG  AAWWAARRDDSS  -

TEAM (Scratch): Auburn/Cohoes: Nick Slobodiak, Patrick Slobodiak, Andy Young, John Serbalik.
TEAM (Handicap): Auburn/Endicott/Cohoes:  Sean Ashby, Carson Ashby, Anthony Darling, Greg Wolosen

GGIIRRLLSS BBOOYYSS
Leslie Kiser - Auburn High Game Scratch Nicholas Slobodiak - Auburn
Nicolette Breault - Auburn High Game  Handicap Gregory Wolosen - Cohoes

Thanks and congratulations were extended to the outgoing 22001100 District Officers:  
Governor – Nicolette Breault ,  Lt. Governor – Leslie Kiser ,  Executive Secretary – Gregory Wolosen,
Recording Secretary – Masha Karlgut , and Treasurer – Katie Shanahan.

We welcomed our newly elected 2011 District Officers:  
Governor – Masha Karlgut (Endicott),  
Lt. Governor – Nicolette Breault (Auburn),  
Executive Secretary – John Serbalik (Cohoes),  
Recording Secretary – Leslie Kiser (Auburn),  
Treasurer – Nicholas Slobodiak (Auburn).

The Cohoes Jr. R Club received the bid to host the 2011 
Jr. District Convention and Bowling tournament, 
scheduled for November 12 and 13, 2011.

The 2010 Convention and bowling tournament was a wonderful event 
and special thanks are extended to the St. Nicholas Parish, 
the Auburn Jr. R Club and Mrs. Debbie Slobodiak ( Auburn Advisor ).
Respectfully submitted,John Serbalik – 2011 UNYS Jr. District Exec Secretary

2010 UNYS Jr. District Bowling Tournament

Installation Service - 2011 UNYS District Officers

2010 UNYS Jr. District Convention

2011 UNYS Jr. Executive Board
Left to Right: Masha Karlgut, Nicolette Breault, John Serbalik,

Nick Slobodiak, Lisa Kiser
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Chapter News

Bayonne Hosts 9th Annual Family Ice Skating Event
Close to 100 skaters and spectators came out for a January afternoon of fun and fellowship hosted by the

FOCA Chapter #97 in Bayonne, New Jersey.  Skaters ranging in age from 4 to over 40 enjoyed ice skating at
the local indoor rink followed by a hot buffet social prepared in the hall of SS. Peter and Paul Church.

Interest in this annual event has doubled since 2003 and continues to draw from FOCA, OCA, Patriarchal and
Carpatho-Russian parishes in the area.
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FFOOCCAA CCAALLEENNDDAARR 22001111
MMaarr.. 77:: Great Lent begins

AApprriill 2244:: HOLY PASCHA 

AApprriill 2299- National FOCA Basketball Tournament, Cleveland, OH,

MMaayy 11:: sponsored by the Cleveland “R” Club  

MMaayy 2200-2222:: 72nd National FOCA Bowling Tournament, Harrisburg, 

PA, sponsored by the Central PA District

MMaayy 3311:: Scholarship Application Deadline

JJuunnee 1122:: HOLY PENTECOST

JJuullyy 2222-2233:: National Summer Sports Tournament, Hermitage, PA, 

sponsored by the Garden State “R” Club

JJuullyy TTBBDD:: National Junior Summer Sports Tournament, 

St. Vladimir Camp, Ohio District

SSeepptt 11-55:: 85th National FOCA Convention, Westin Alexandria 

Hotel, Old Town Alexandria, sponsored by the South 

River “R” Club

For updates and detailed info, visit
www.orthodoxfellowship.org

St. Mary’s “O” Club, #94
St. John’s Sr. “O” Club, #212

Colonial District
Central PA District

Canonsburg “O” Club, #109
Warren “O” Club, #17
Passaic “O” Club, #66
Endicott “R” Club, #43
Joe & Alice Woog, #94

Ninotchka Hair Design (Neena Malinich, #43)
Becky Tesar, National Recording Secy.

Faith Malinich, #43
Bruno, Lara, Demetra & Dante Mangiarelli, #43

Bob & Mary Jane Lucak, #4/6

Gary & Pat Lelo, #212

Diana Haverlack, #229

Elizabeth Dutko, #50

Steve & Marge Cimbolic, #97  

Walter C. Alesevich, #79

VP Michael, Allison, Alexis, Andrew & Adrianna Steffaro

Apollo J. & Elizabeth Manchuk, #79

Mary Anne Soltis, #244

Helene Emerick, #109 

Neena Konon & Michael Bowan

Nicholas D. Ressetar, #199

Walter and Carol Deerson, #167

Bill Soltis, #180

Bridgeport St John's, #180

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!

PPiizzzzaa aanndd CCaannddlleelliigghhtt BBoowwlliinngg
FFOOCCAA FFeelllloowwsshhiipp,, FFoooodd,, aanndd FFuunn

Written by:  Kathy Kaloydis Obmascik

Burr Ridge, Illinois - The St. Peter and St. Paul “O” Club, Chapter 96 held a Candlelight Bowl and
Pizza Party on Saturday, February 26 in nearby Willowbrook. The event included two regular games and
then a Candlelight round where bowlers had to use their skills with silly or challenging frames such as bowl-
ing with their non-dominant hand or bowling backwards.

Tom Obmascik, a member of the FOCA since he was a teenager, chaired the event. Obmascik said,
“This was similar to a family reunion with friends and relatives coming in to participate from Orthodox
churches in Chicago and the surrounding suburbs as well as from the state of Virginia.”  

Mrs. Mary Novak, a long-time “O”
Club supporter called to say she would be
there in spirit.  Tom has known her as
“Aunt” Mary all his life.  He said, “Aunt
Mary called me around noon on the day of
the event to say she would like to bowl, but
her walker might get in the way.”  This is a
profound example of the love and support
we receive through this fellowship.

Approximately 50 members and friends
attended the fun-filled evening which
included a fundraising raffle. Among the
prizes donated and won were jewelry,
sweatshirts, household items, and a gift cer-
tificate to a local steakhouse.  Many mem-
bers started their evening by attending
Vespers services at the nearby church.

PHOTO CAPTION:  
Pictured from left, Duke Jovanovich, O Club president and Tom Obmascik, Candlelight Bowl chairman.



Kathleen “Kathy” S.
Lazor, a past FOCA nation-
al recording secretary,
reposed in the Lord on
December 4, 2010 at home
in Vienna, OH with her
family at her side following
a courageous battle with
esophageal cancer.  She
was 57.  A lifelong member
of the Fellowship, she was
active at all levels and in
many ways: the Campbell
“O” Club, the Ohio District
and its camp, in sports,
helping the Journal, and
assisting her beloved par-

ents, past national FROC/FOCA president, Maurice “Pete” and
past national recording secretary, Kaye (Leshinsky) Garman.

Born in Colorado Springs, CO, Kathy graduated from
Campbell Memorial High School and Youngstown State U. with
a B.S. in nursing.  In addition to being a homemaker, she was a
registered nurse at Warren General (now St. Joseph) Hospital
and worked in the medical office of her husband, Dr. James
Lazor.  Kathy was very active and passionate about her church,
St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Campbell, OH as well
as her community.  In 2003 she was awarded the Trumbull
County Community Star, which is sponsored by the American
Red Cross.  A big hobby and attribute of Kathy’s was baking,
which everyone knew her for and a talent she acquired from her
parents.  Her one and only weakness was that she didn’t want to
say “no.”  

Always with a warm smile and engaging, vivacious personal-
ity, Kathy had the ability to make friends wherever she went and
everyone fell in love with her, especially all the friends she made
at her summer home in Myrtle Beach, SC and winter home in
Naples, FL.  Her courage has been unrivaled and inspiring to so
many people, and she leaves all to cherish her memory, especial-
ly her parents, Pete and Kaye, her husband, Dr. Jim, whom she
married on September 16, 1978, daughter and son-in-law, Jessica
and Andrew Swindell, daughter, Jennifer, and several aunts and
uncles.

Funeral services were held at her church on Dec. 7th with
many clergy officiating and many mourners attending.
Memorial donations may be made to the Salvation Army
Christmas Angel Tree project or to St. John Church’s perpetual
memorial fund.  National FOCA President Dr. John Schultz stat-
ed: “Kathy was a tireless worker and unapologetic supporter of
the FOCA.  She was a very special friend to all of us.
Personally speaking, in my first stint as president, Kathy served
as recording secretary.  She was always someone I could count
on when something was needed.  She was a willing sounding
board and was never afraid to tell me when I was getting off

track.  That is a special quality and one of the many reasons I
and many will miss her dearly.  She was a true friend.”  

“I was blessed to have known Kathy since we were both
members of the Junior FROC in our early teens,” recalled Ken
Baron, Journal sports editor.  “We became very close friends
over the years and her passion and love for her family, friends,
the Church, the FROC/FOCA, cooking, and being such a caring
person has made her a very, very special person.  She is now at a
place of eternal rest that has been prepared for her where there is
no more suffering and pain.”

Your Editor remembers Kathy most recently for taking over
her mother’s “job” of going person-to-person getting patron list-
ings for the Journal.  “Don’t worry, Nicky,” she told me.  “Mom
taught me well and people won’t say ‘no’ to me just as they
couldn’t say ‘no’ to her.”  And she was right!  

May Kathy’s memory be eternal and our condolences 
to the Lazor-Garman family.
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Transitions: Winter 2011

Remembering Kathy Lazor
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2011 PHOTO CONTEST
This year’s theme is:   “Four Seasons” 
(Spring, Summer, Fall and/or Winter scenes)

FOCA members can send in up to five (5) photos, preferably 3x5 or 4x6.  Participants do not have to be present at the
National Convention to win.  Awards are based on number of entries in each age category.  The photos can consist of

mountains, waterfalls, trees, lakes, canyons, flowers, snow scenes, fall scenes or whatever interesting scenery photos you
would like to enter.  (Note:  Return of photos is not guaranteed.)

Entry Form
Important! Photos must be received bv 8/24/11

Entry fee is $2.00/photo.  Make check payable to F.O.C.A.
Please print

Name:_____________________________________________ District:______________________ Chapter: ________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________________________ State:______________________ Zip_________
Phone: (            )  ______________________________________         

Age category:  ■■ 18 - 45  or  ■■  46+                       Number of photos _______ x $2.00 each =  $ ________ entry fee.

Mail photo(s) with entry fee check to:
Mary Anne Soltis  •  596 Saratoga Street  •  Cohoes, NY 12047

AATTTTEENNTTIIOONN  SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS!!!!!!
2011 NATIONAL FOCA SCHOLARSHIPS

The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America is now accepting applications 
for the following 2011 national scholarships: 

*  Fred Lewis         *  William Fekula         *  John Klimkosky
*  Nicholas Torsky (engineering) and          *  Mischa Michaelson (for seminarians). 

Last year, $5,000 in national scholarships were distributed by the National Executive Board through the
generosity of the Richard J. Miskiv Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Graduate students are also eligible for schol-
arship awards as are military academy students.  Applying for a national scholarship also renders an applicant
eligible for various district scholarships.

To be eligible, one must be a member from July of the previous year (i.e., July 2010) and the year of applica-
tion (2011).  Sandra Kapelan, FOCA national administrative secretary, serves as scholarship program adminis-
trator.  Full details and the application form are available on the FOCA website: www.orthodoxfellowship.org.
An application may also be obtained from the National FOCA Office by calling (570) 825-3158 or via email
request to orthodoxfellowship@yahoo.com.

DDeeaaddlliinnee  iiss  MMaayy  3311sstt.. Apply now!  



KIDZcorner

Decorating eggs for Holy Pascha is an old tradition. On many eggs you will find symbols that have different
meanings. You can decorate the egg on this page with one or many of the symbols shown below.

FLOWERS symbolize love, charity and goodwill.

SUNFLOWERS show the warmth of the sun’s rays.

EVERGREEN trees symbolize youth and health.

WHEAT means good health and a good harvest.

FISH are the early Christian symbol.

BUTTERFLIES mean new life.

PLANTS of different kinds are used: 
Pussy WWillows, GGrapes

TRIANGLES represent the Holy Trinity.

AN EASTER EGG FOR HOLY PASCHA
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