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 Summer of 2016 is now history, as well as 
Junior Olympics, the National Golf Tournament, and 
our National Convention.  Fortunately many of us, 
who participated in these National FOCA events, 
have memories that will be cherished well past the 
changing colors of the leaves and pumpkin spice 
aroma of fall.
 Our 90th National Convention was truly 
memorable as we celebrated, with Chicago style, 
this exciting milestone in our organization’s 
history.  Members from several FOCA chapters in the area did a fabulous job 
of planning and organizing a great convention.  We were blessed to have His 
Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon and three other members of the Holy Synod 
actively involved in the weekend’s events in addition to an impressive number 
of participants from across the Fellowship.  Incredibly our 2016 Gifts of Love 
appeal exceeded expectations and His Grace, Bishop David was in attendance to 
personally accept $10,000 for the printing of religious books in English/Yupik 
languages for the children of his diocese.  Youth was a major focus throughout 
the weekend as the Diocese of the Midwest, the OCA’s Department of Youth and 
Young Adults, and the FOCA partnered to coordinate a national youth program 
in conjunction with the FOCA convention.  We hope to continue the momentum 
in 2017 over Labor Day weekend in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  Our 91st will 
be just as memorable so make plans to be part of the festivities.  Following 
the convention, the National Executive Board held a conference call to discuss 
appointments and actionable items stemming from convention motions.  If 
you have been asked to serve the organization, I encourage you to accept the 
appointment and offer your talents for the betterment of the Fellowship.
 In September, a biannual report on the work of the Fellowship of Orthodox 
Christians in America was submitted to the Metropolitan Council of the Orthodox 
Church in America.  Additionally, Fr. Ted and I were invited to formally present 
the FOCA’s accomplishments and initiatives to the Metropolitan Council 
during its fall session.   We also had an opportunity to speak with His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Tikhon regarding Bishop David’s suggestion and subsequent 
convention motion regarding an episcopal liaison.  The FOCA already has an 
episcopal liaison; His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon is the National Spiritual 
Leader of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America.  We agreed that 
the current relationship is working well from both perspectives and saw no 
benefit to adding another level to the structure. September also marked the start 
of a new school year at our seminaries which means our annual seminarian 
support programs are underway.  Please contact Allison Steffaro if you are able 
to participate in the Adopt a Seminarian program and/or the St. Nicholas wish 
list project for seminarian families.
 Finally, on behalf of the re-elected National Executive Board, thank you for 
your continued support.  We are looking forward to a very productive year.
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 As an unseasonably hot summer and September fi nally transition 
to fall, we’re pleased to bring you the latest issue of your Journal.  This 
is our annual national convention issue and what a historic 90th it was 
in Chicagoland, hosted by the three Chicago-area Fellowship chapters 
with Dennis Garlick as chair!  We have coverage from three perspectives 
(yes, there’s some overlap): the overview which appeared on the OCA 
website; the host committee’s unique take on the gathering, courtesy 
of the indefatigable correspondent Shirley Bryar; and the traditional 
detailed, (almost) verbatim account by your Editor.  National Prez 
Marge Kovach’s stirring banquet address is printed in full.  From the 
fi rst-ever “youth council” to having Metropolitan Tikhon and three 
other bishops with us, from the unforgettable “three-hour dinner 
cruise” on Lake Michigan to the liturgical services, grand banquet and 
dance – it was a most memorable weekend!  Thanks to Protodeacon 
Joseph Matusiak, Roman Ostash and our own Leon Sheean for the 
photos.  And in more convention news, we profi le the worthy national 
scholarship recipients announced at the banquet.  Congrats to all!

 In Chicago the FOCA presented Bishop David of Alaska with a 
$10,000 “Gifts of Love” check for Yupik/English children’s coloring 
books, and we have a sample page in “Kids Corner” and a special 
thank-you note from the kids themselves!  Next year’s project will also 
support the Alaskan Church – check out the back cover for a special 
fundraising cruise planned for next May.  Ambridge sponsored this 
year’s summer sports tourney and chair Bill Nelko provides us with 
the details, Anthony Schultz the scores and bro John the photos 
– sounds like a good weekend of Fellowship in action.  Continuing 
with the summer theme, Larry Skvir fi lls us in on St. Stephen’s OCF 
gifts to St. Tikhon’s Summer Camp in gratitude for the campers/alumni 
support of the annual Novogodny – thanks!  And please remember to 
support our Ohio District’s eff ort to install a new swimming pool at St. 
Vladimir’s Camp, home of Junior Olympics – details inside.  

 Rounding out this edition are a call for Journal patron ad listings, Journal patron ad listings, Journal
Central PA District news, the Pan-Orthodox Council’s landmark meeting 
in Crete (with photos by member John Mindala), Alexis Steff aro’s Girl 
Scout awards (kudos!), Marge’s commentary, transitions, upcoming 
district conventions and the calendar.  Whew!  It’s another jam-packed 
issue of FOCA activities, and we’re now entering our 10th decade – 
hard to believe!  So, until next time, enjoy the Fellowship you fi nd on 
these pages!

Alexis Steff aro Receives
Girl Scout Awards

     During Archbishop Michael’s annual visit to SS. Peter & Paul Church in 
South River, NJ, on September 
11, 2016, he blessed the 
outdoor prayer corner of Alexis 
Steff aro, which was her Gold 
Award project for the Girl Scouts 
program.  She also received 
the Alpha Omega award, the 
highest honor the Orthodox 
Church bestows upon girl and 
boy scouts.  Alexis, an active 
FOCA member, is the daughter 
of National Vice President 
Allison and Michael (past 
national president) Steff aro, 
and the granddaughter 
of Father John (past 
national spiritual 
advisor) and Matushka 
Carol Steff aro and 
Carol (past national 
president) and 
Walter Deerson.  
Congratulations and 
many years!  

Upcoming District Conventions
Saturday, October 8: Colonial District, Philadelphia, PA

Sunday, October 16: Pittsburgh District, Canonsburg, PA

Saturday, October 22: Ohio District, Akron, OH

Saturday, October 22: Central PA District, St. Clair, PA  

Saturday, November 12: New Jersey District, Jersey City, NJ
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 Members and friends of the Fellowship of Orthodox 
Christians in America [FOCA] from around the coun-
try gathered at the Loews Hotel in suburban Rosemont, 
IL to celebrate the organization’s 90th annual national 
convention July 22-25, 2016.

 Presiding over the sessions was National Presi-
dent Marge Kovach, Clark, NJ.  Joining the celebra-
tion were the FOCA’s spiritual leader, His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Tikhon, and three other members of the 
Orthodox Church in America’s Holy Synod of Bishops: 
His Grace, Bishop Paul of Chicago and the Midwest, 
the host hierarch; His Grace, Bishop David of Sitka and 
Alaska; and His Grace, Bishop Daniel of Santa Rosa.  
Also in attendance was Archpriest John Jillions, OCA 
Chancellor.

 Following an open house/trivia contest on Friday 
evening, the business sessions commenced on Saturday 
morning with the opening procession and Service of 
Prayer celebrated by Metropolitan Tikhon; Archpriest 
Theodore Boback, FOCA national Spiritual Advisor; Theodore Boback, FOCA national Spiritual Advisor; 

Metropolitan Tikhon addresses plenary session.

and Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak, Secretary to the 
Metropolitan.  John Sutko, who recently retired after 
some 60 years as choir director at Saints Peter and Paul 
Church, Burr Ridge, IL, led the singing all weekend.

 Plenary discussions focused on the Fellowship’s fu-
ture and ways to increase the membership base in light 
of natural attrition and smaller parish size.  Metropoli-
tan Tikhon engaged in an open dialogue on the conven-
tion floor, during which many delegates expressed their 
appreciation for the support and encouragement of the 
OCA and the hierarchs participating in the gathering.  
A highlight was the presentation of a $10,000.00 check 
to Bishop David from this year’s “Gift of Love” proj-
ect—Orthodox Christian coloring books for Alaskan 
children in the Yupik and English languages.

Vespers was celebrated in the convention chapel on 
Saturday evening by Father Theodore and Deacon Pe-
ter Ilchuk.  A dinner cruise was held on Lake Michigan, 
but it came to an early end as storms moved across the but it came to an early end as storms moved across the 
area, making for a somewhat “rocky ride!”  Metropoli-
tan Tikhon concelebrated the Divine Liturgy on Sunday 
morning with his brother bishops and area and visiting 
clergy.  His sermon centered on the Passion-Bearers, 
Saints Boris and Gleb, as well as the Russian Imperial 
Family, who also were canonized as passion-bearers.  

Saturday evening Vespers was celebrated in convention chapel.

FOCA National Convention
Hosts First “Youth Council”

Chicago, IL  •  (OCA/FOCA)

COVERstories
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At the conclusion of the Liturgy, Carol Deerson, a past 
national FOCA president who is stepping down after 
17 years of organizing the national conventions, was 
awarded the Order of Saint Innocent, Bronze Class, by 
Metropolitan Tikhon for her years of exemplary service 
to the FOCA and OCA.  In addition to her FOCA ac-
tivities, Carol served on the Preconciliar Commission 
of the 18th All-American Council in 2015, which was 
held in Atlanta in conjunction with the FOCA’s 89th 
national convention.

 A celebratory banquet was held Sunday evening, at 
which President Kovach gave her address and awarded 
four college scholarships.  In his remarks, Metropolitan 
Tikhon commented on how the FOCA operates as “one 
big family” and noted the presence of several members 
from Saints Peter and Paul Church, Burr Ridge, IL—
formerly located in Chicago—whom he knew when he 
was received into the Orthodox Faith in 1989.  Dancing 
followed.

Unique this year was a “youth council” that was held 

concurrently with the convention.  Cosponsored by the 
OCA’s Department of Youth, Young Adult and Campus 
Ministry and the Diocese of the Midwest, the council 
was conducted by Priest Benjamin Tucci, FOCA Junior 
Department Chair, and OCA Youth Director Andrew 
Boyd.  Participating youth met together for prayer, en-
joyed a variety of outings, and interacted with Metro-
politan Tikhon and the other bishops.

 “At the 18th All-American Council, the youth asked  “At the 18th All-American Council, the youth asked 
the Council for an ‘active, well-known, and central 
Youth program,’” Andrew explained.  “The FOCA has 
much of that infrastructure in place through it’s junior 
chapters, providing fellowship, service, education, 
camps, and sports programs. We felt the FOCA conven-
tion was a natural place to start building out our youth 
program in person.”program in person.”

Youth enjoy afternoon at Chicago’s Navy Pier.

 Metropolitan Tikhon and Bishops David and Paul 
spoke with the youth about vocation, their personal 
struggles with the faith and embracing their calls from 
God.

 “One of the most touching moments,” said Father 
Benjamin, “was watching the youth celebrate His Beat-
itude’s recent milestone birthday with cupcakes, festive 
hats, and lots of eager questions.”

 Sponsoring the convention were three Chicago-area 
FOCA chapters, with Dennis Garlick serving as Gener-
al Chair.  Displayed at the registration desk were group 
photos taken at past national conventions—dating back 
to the 1930s—and various souvenirs, along with photos 
of past national presidents and a listing of their names 
and dates of service.  It was at the first convention, held 
in November 1927 at Saint Alexander Nevsky Church, 
Pittsburgh, PA, that the Federated Russian Orthodox 
Clubs [as the FOCA was known until 1998] was or-
ganized, with Vladimir Prislopsky [later Archpriest] 
elected as the organization’s first national president.

 The convention concluded with final sessions on 
Monday morning and a Powerpoint presentation from 
“youth council” participants, which was well received.  
After the election and installation of officers, delegates 
and friends formed the traditional circle, recited the 
FOCA motto – “Pray, Study, Toil, Be Temperate”—and 
sang the anthem “Faith of Our Fathers.”sang the anthem “Faith of Our Fathers.”

 The Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America 
is an official organization of the Orthodox Church in 
America, and Orthodox Christians of all jurisdictions 
are welcome to become part of the Fellowship’s work are welcome to become part of the Fellowship’s work 
and service.  Further information may be found on the 
FOCA’s web site.

The banquet provided the perfect ending to a memorable convention
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 Your Beatitude, Your Graces, Reverend Fathers, 
Matushki, and Friends, 

 Thank you for allowing me to serve as the 43rd 
President of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in 
America. I consider this to be both an honor and a 
privilege.  

 Today we celebrate 90 years of assisting in the work 
of the Church and bringing Orthodox Christians together 
in faith, fellowship, and service to others.  The list of 
phenomenal accomplishments serves as a testament 
that, when we work together as Orthodox Christians, we 
have the ability to accomplish far more collectively than 
any one individual could alone.

 Clearly a lot has changed since the FOCA was started 
in 1927. But what hasn’t changed is the basic yearning, 
we as humans have, for a sense of community, a feeling 
of belonging, and a need for connection which the FOCA 
off ers.  This desire is even stronger today given that many 
of our home parishes have diminished in size. 

 A recent Pew Research Center study indicates that 
“nones” are the second largest religious group in North 
America, and growing signifi cantly. Sadly, these “nones” 
(spelled N-O-N-E-S) represent a category of people who 
self-identify as atheists or agnostics as well as those 
who say, their religion is “nothing in particular.”  Many 
of these “nones” were raised in households that were at 
least somewhat religious, meaning that these “nones” 
were once “somethings”   

 Clearly there is still a need for an organization where 
people of all ages can come together and share common 
beliefs and love for one another.   

 Last summer was historic.  Conducting our 89th 
Annual National Convention in conjunction with 18th 
AAC was a truly phenomenal opportunity for the FOCA 
to “expand our mission” and share our story with the 
Orthodox Church in America. 

 During the closing AAC Plenary Session, Youth shared 
their “Dream for the Church” which included the desire 
for “an active, well-known and central youth program 
for the betterment of fellowship and expansion of faith 
among the children and young adults of the Church.”  So, 
clearly there is still a need for this organization.  

 One year later, we are thrilled to have the OCA’s 
Department of Youth, Young Adult, and Campus 
Ministries partner with the Diocese of the Midwest, 
and the FOCA to hold the fi rst OCA “Youth Council” in 
conjunction with the FOCA convention this weekend.  

We, as human beings, are socializing creatures by 
nature.  FOCA events are one of the best ways to make 
new friends and strengthen existing relationships with 
other Orthodox Christians.  These social experiences 
cannot be replaced with Facebook, FaceTime, Twitter, or 
Snap Chats.  

 The FOCA exists today because of the dedication 
and tireless eff orts of so many.  Our forefathers did all 
the hard work, all which is required is a little eff ort from 
each of us to ensure that this organization is there for the 
next generation.  It comes down to priorities!

 As I look around this room, I see people who have 
made Christ, The Church, and the Fellowship of Orthodox 
Christians in America a priority in their life.  You didn’t 
come to Chicago simply because you had nothing else 
better to do this weekend or because it was convenient.  
You are here because the FOCA is important to you!

 It is essential that the FOCA remain a priority....

 • FOR the children of seminary families who
  receive gifts in the spirit of  St. Nicholas from 
  people they haven’t even met

 • FOR the students who receive educational 
  scholarships to assist with their fi nancial burden
 • FOR the college students, who are away from
  home but are adopted by a church family who
  will make sure they get a ride to church and an 
  Easter basket on Pascha
 • FOR the men and women serving in our 
  military who receive “Gifts of Love” in the form
  of prayer kits , assembled by the loving hands of
  our campers in Ohio
 • FOR the young children of our faith in Alaska
  who will receive “Gifts of Love” in the form of 
  religious coloring books in their native language
 • FOR the campers who get to experience living
  in an Orthodox community while building live
  long friendships  
 • FOR the people who are so committed to be at
  an FOCA function that they are willing to take
  two forms of public transportation
 • FOR those who are willing to go out of their 
  way to pick someone up so that they too can
  attend a function
 • AND FOR life-long friendships, even the 
  marriages, which have developed in this
  fellowship

 If I haven’t successfully addressed any doubt, one need 
only witness the embraces exchanged between individuals 
who reunite at camps or at sports tournaments; or listen to 
them attempt to articulate the powerful “feeling” one gets 
when they gather with their Orthodox friends; or count the 
number of counselors, cooks, and directors who dedicate 
weeks of their summer vacations (one in particular used 
his R&R from the military) to volunteer at Camp.  

 We have each been blessed with a variety of spiritual 
gifts from God.  Your talent is God’s gift to you but what 
you do with it is your gift back to God.

 We will make it to celebrate our 100th Anniversary.  
I see challenges but I am very optimistic about the future 
of this organization. Those of you who know me socially, 
know that the FOCA holds a very special place in my heart; 
BUT those of you who know me well, know that I can be 
quite stubborn and tend to “dig in deep” when I believe 
in something.  Well folks, I believe in the Fellowship of 
Orthodox Christians in America and we are not about to 
“close up shop anytime soon!”

Thank you!

90th FOCA National Convention90th FOCA National Convention
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Sunday, July 24, 2016
Loews Rosemont Hotel

Delivered by Marge Kovach



Reflections

Lastly, I am very pleased with the youth program.  
The collaboration of the OCA, FOCA and Diocese 
of the Midwest created a weekend that our youth 
will remember.  I hope and pray that events like this 
will plant and grow the seeds of a future generation 
for our Church and the FOCA.”

Thank you, Dennis, for leading our convention 
committee!

Convention activities got off to a start on Friday with 
the golfers who seemed to be a happy group.  We also 
had two trolley cars full of attendees who were in high 
spirits and raring to see the sights of Chicago.  There were 
a couple of stops along the way so that photographers 
could get their shots.  Also, the usual route was changed 
to accommodate the wishes of the group as they wanted 
to see Bishop Paul’s residence.  In the evening, a “meet 
and greet” was held at the hotel where we got to see old 
friends from across the FOCA nation and play a fun 
game of “Trivia” followed by a basket raffle.

On Saturday morning, the conventions sessions got 
underway.  Bishop Paul extended his greetings as 
the host bishop and then went off to join the “Youth 
Council” on their trip to the Navy Pier.  After lunch 

they went to play Knocker Ball at Schaumburg Sports.  
That afternoon, a Great Vespers service was celebrated 
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 Although it is not customary to write this wrap-up 
article, the Chicago hosts of this year’s national FOCA 
convention wanted to issue a special “thank you” to all 
who participated in this memorable event.  First, a word 
from our convention chairman, Dennis Garlick:

 “I think I speak for the entire host committee when 
I say it was our pleasure to host the 90th National 
FOCA Convention.  I couldn’t be more pleased with 

the work and 
dedication of 
our committee 
over the past 
two years.  
Our goal from 
day one was 
to create an 
energetic, fun 

convention experience and I think we accomplished 
that goal.  It was good to see old friends and make 
new ones.  Another benefit for us was the close 
collaboration of the three Chicago-area chapters: 
Sts. Peter & Paul “O” Club, Trinity “O” Club and 
Archangel Michael’s “O” Club.  We got to know 
each other even better and are much closer than 
ever before.  I think it is safe to say that hosting the 
convention reinvigorated the Chicago FOCA.

 I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the joy of 
having so many hierarchs and clergy join us.  It was 
wonderful to have four members of the Holy Synod 
of Bishops with us.  Not only were they with us, but 
they provided so much inspiration at the services, 
sessions, events and just being available to talk to.

ReflectionsReflectionsReflectionsReflections on the 
                                 

Reflections
                                 

Reflections
90th FOCA Convention

Reflections
90th FOCA Convention

Reflections
90th FOCA Convention90th FOCA Convention90th FOCA Convention

Reflections
90th FOCA Convention

ReflectionsReflectionsReflectionsReflections
90th FOCA Convention

ReflectionsReflectionsReflections
     by Shirley Bryar

90th FOCA Convention
by Shirley Bryar

90th FOCA Convention

of the Chicago Host Committee
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at the hotel chapel.  Choir members and directors under 
the conducting of John Sutko sang the responses.  They 
were from St. Peter and St. Paul, Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Christ the Savior and St. Elizabeth in addition to singers 
from FOCA parishes throughout the country.  Marie 
Sokolov, a member of Christ the Savior and also of the 
Chicago Lyric 
Opera, sang 
with us.  The 
same choir sang 
at Sunday’s 
h i e r a r c h i c a l 
Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Tikhon and his 
brother bishops.

 Saturday evening turned out to be strange.  It was 
hot and humid all day and we boarded the buses from 
the hotel to dock in Chicago after vespers.  The sun 
was shining as we approached the boat, and continued 
to shine as we boarded, got seated on top and had our 

photos taken.  Then 
the storm clouds 
built over the lake 
and it started to pour 
with lightning and 
thunder.  All had to 
go down below the 
deck and have dinner 
as we got to see some 
of the sights we 
had wanted to see.  

Maestro Sutko got a group of ladies singing Russian 
folks songs for entertainment and was surprised that 
they knew so many by heart!

 The Sunday evening dinner-dance was certainly 
a highlight of the convention.  Our banquet hall was 
so beautiful, the tables were decorated with exquisite 
floral arrangements (thanks to Laurie Garlick!), and the 
food was good, too.  Speeches were made and “thank 
you’s” given.  
Then the dancing 
began.  We had 
a wonderful DJ 
who played fun 
music – the kind 
you expect at a 
wedding where 
everyone gets 

up to do group 
dances.  But 
the really fun 
thing we all 
looked forward 
to were the 
ethnic dances, 
especially the 
i n d i v i d u a l 
solo Russian 
numbers!
 On Monday morning, the final business session was 
held and good-byes were said.  A special thanks to all 
involved in the first-ever “Youth Council”!  The youth 
met in prayer and enjoyed fun activities; they also got to 
interact with Metropolitan Tikhon, Bishop Paul and the 
other bishops and clergy.  A Powerpoint presentation 
of their events was shown to the convention body.  A 
special “shout-out” goes to Jackie Justice for her role 
in taking such good care of the children.  She was the 
“hands on” go-to person for their activities.  We all saw 
her hard at work late into the evenings doing logistics 
and planning.  Thanks to all her helpers also.  And 
we heard some of the kids say: “I can’t wait till next 
year.”

Once more, on behalf of 
the entire Chicago host 
committee, thank you so much 
for honoring us with your 
presence and participation 
in this historic 90th FOCA 
national convention, we hope 
you enjoyed everything as 
much as we did hosting it, and 
God bless!
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 Delegates and friends started checking into the fabulous Loews Chicago O’Hare 
Airport Hotel in suburban Rosemont around mid-week in anticipation of the 90th national 
convention of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America, co-sponsored by the 
Chicago-area FOCA chapters under the chairmanship of Dennis Garlick.  There was much to 
see and do not only in downtown Chicago but in Rosemont itself.  Two events took place on 
Thursday: the President’s Golf Open at the White Pines Golf Club, chaired by Larry Kocheny, 
with 16 golfers participating.  Winning awards were Michael Steff aro, Anthony Schultz, Nick 
Sutko and Mr. Garlick.  And Sarah Wilson led the trolley tour into Chicago as conventioneers 
became tourists.  
 That afternoon the 
registration desk opened 
under the supervision of 
Judy Krajewski and staff .  
Delegates and alternates 
received a convention 
badge as well as a bag 
of goodies, including 
the sponsorship book 
done by Toni Dorosh 
and schedule of events.  
On display were about 
ten large group photos 
of conventions and other events from years past; also a scrapbook of Chicago national 
conventions and individual photos of past national FROC/FOCA presidents.  They attracted 
interest all weekend as many were able to identify family members or friends – Walter 
Deerson recognized his car parked near the former St. Michael’s Church in the 1953 
Cleveland national convention photo!
 The preconvention board of trustees meeting convened under the gavel of National 
President Marge Kovach.  Also participating were Metropolitan Tikhon, the Fellowship’s 
spiritual leader and OCA primate, Bishop Paul of Chicago and the Midwest (OCA) and Father 
John Jillions, OCA chancellor.  That evening a lively meet-and-greet trivia contest was 
sponsored by Larisa Fetterly and Deb Koncel.  Trivia included FOCA/FROC specifi c questions 
(in what year was the name changed?).  A basket raffl  e, featuring Chicago-themes, was 
also held – the big winner was Walter Alesevich, Colonial District governor, who actually 
won the same basket three times!
 Convention sessions opened Saturday morning, July 23rd, with the traditional 
procession of the national executive board and board of trustees, clergy and past national 
presidents.  Gov. Alesevich carried the American fl ag, Jack Kriniskie the icon of All Saints 
of North America and your Editor the St. Andrew icon, our patron saint.  Metropolitan 
Tikhon, assisted by national spiritual advisor Father Theodore Boback and Protodeacon John 
Matusiak, celebrated the service of thanksgiving.  Responses were led by John Sutko, who 
would conduct throughout the weekend.
 Before business began, Bishop Paul took the podium to extend his greetings as he 
was leading the “youth council” to the Navy Pier and other Chicago sites.  He noted that 
Orthodoxy baptizes the culture the people are in.  The FOCA and OCA have to ask ourselves 
what is that culture?  We have to meet people where they are – in the Gospels, Jesus met 
with the taxpayers and other sinners wherever they were.  What’s diff erent about the 
culture today is that there is no “sin” – people make “mistakes” – they aren’t even aware 
they’re wrong.  We need to get to know people and not hit them with moral regulations 
and laws – plant the seeds of Faith.  “How do we keep our kids in Church?” may not be the 
right question for it is a choice.  As we know, the world today is more and more complicated 
in trying to schedule youth activities and church services.  Many of our parishes are “new” 
with no history or experience like the FOCA.  The challenge for the FOCA is: are we open to 
reaching out to others?  How can we fi t into their world?  There is not much awareness of the 
Fellowship among newer people.  Don’t try to fi t them into the FOCA but, rather, greet them 
with the love of Christ and remain connected with the Holy Eucharist.  Let us experience 

what the apostles did on the road to Emmaus: “Were not our hearts burning for the Word 
of God?”  Congratulations on this historic 90th convention!  His remarks were met with “Eis 
polla!” as he left to join the youth on their excursion.  Supervising the “youth council” were 
Father Benjamin Tucci, FOCA Junior director, Andrew Boyd, OCA youth director, and Jackie 
Justice of the host committee.  
 President Kovach then formally opened the 90th convention at 9:52 a.m.  National 
recording secretary Tammy Schultz called roll.  Past national presidents present were 
Michael Herzak, Alice Woog, Nick Vansuch, John Kruchok, Carol Deerson, Michael Steff aro, 
John Schultz and Polly Walker.  Fathers Daniel Ressetar and William Evansky were past 
national spiritual advisors in attendance.  Convention chair Mr. Garlick welcomed everyone 
to Chicago/Rosemont, stating it was their honor and privilege to host this historic gathering, 
he specially thanked his hard-working committee, and hoped that all have a productive and 
enjoyable weekend.  CP&O Director Deerson had a few “housekeeping” announcements 
and invited us to visit the “Martha and Mary House” display in the lobby – an Orthodox 
Christian maternity home for pregnant women in need of support located in suburban 
Chicago under a Pan-Orthodox board of directors which opened in November 2015: www.
marthamarychicago.org.  Guests introduced included Bishop Daniel of Santa Rosa, Diocese 
of West (OCA) and rector of SS. Peter & Paul Church, Phoenix, AZ; Bishop David of Sitka 
and Alaska (OCA), Roman Ostash, assistant to the Metropolitan, Linda Livosky, wife of late 
national president William, and past national president Michael and Mary Dorosh.  Marge 
announced that Michael Bowan, our national treasurer, was hospitalized suddenly in 
Chicago and would not be with us at the convention – please pray for him. 
 Attention next turned to reports in the convention book.  Father Ted moved to hold 
a choral workshop with the $3,700 in funds available from the Matushka Karnow bequest 
(the composer of the FOCA anthem), which was approved.  He also recommended that 
next year’s Gift of Love project be to renovate the St. Nicholas Chapel in Kenai, AK where 
many Orthodox clergy and laity are buried.  Bishop David commented that the chapel is in 
poor condition and marks the location where St. Juvenaly came ashore – this would be 
a much-needed charity.  The 
motion carried.  Vice President 
Allison Steff aro thanked 
seminarian Andrew Nelko of 
St. Tikhon’s Seminary chapter 
for reactivating it and doing 
so much – he even brought 
a team to the basketball 
tournament in South River!
 President Marge then 
presented an oversized “check” 
in the amount of $9,688 to 
Bishop David for this year’s 
Gift of Love campaign for 
Yupik/English Orthodox coloring books for children – the sum was later rounded off  to 
$10,000!  Overwhelmed by the generosity of the Fellowship, he told the personal story of 
meeting his wife, the late Matushka Karen, and encountering Orthodoxy.  Her parish priest, 
Father Raphael Rodzilski, invited him to the 1975 St. Tikhon Monastery Memorial Day 
pilgrimage and that experienced changed his life.  That evening they attended the dinner 
dance sponsored by the FROC’s Anthracite District and he saw real fellowship in action, a 
gathering of love.  He has been working with the Alaskan native peoples for 3 years now 
and they desire that sense of community and fellowship that the FOCA off ers.  The villages 
are poor but they have a heart for the Orthodox Faith.  Father Nick Harris told him that the 
FROC once had a chapter in Anchorage.  Orthodoxy is always under attack in Alaska, and 
large organizations come into the villages and try to take our people away from the faith.  
“I’ll tell the Greek publisher to fi nish the coloring books – and we’ll be able to order more 

Our 90th National Convention in Chicagoland: 
A Closer Look



12   Orthodox Christian JOURNAL • Summer 2016

because of this wonderful gift!”  
 Immediate Past President Becky Tesar, in reporting on communications, noted that 
Angel Delimaris was no longer our director but will remain in the FOCA family as she is 
engaged to John Mindala.  Phil Tesar is now updating the website and regularly sending out 
email blasts.  Marge urged everyone to submit email addresses from the members.  Melissa 
Tesar, Ohio District governor, asked for support of St. Vladimir Camp’s new swimming pool 
drive – $60,000 is needed to replace it.  We all know how much the camp means to these 
kids.  To donate visit: www.youcaring.com/st-vladimir-s-camp-retreat-center-foca-58
2447.  Marge Cimbolic (whose husband Stephen recently passed away), reinforced how 
important the camping programs are by recalling their own daughter, Marge, going to the 
Ohio camp; the convention was in Chicago later that summer and they weren’t going to go 
but Marge insisted because she wanted to be with all the other campers – they went and 
now she’s national president!  Larry Skvir, St. Stephen’s OCF, Philadelphia, stated that lots of 
St. Tikhon’s campers attend the Novogodny Ball now and to show their gratitude, the OCF 
donated $1,000 for new paddleboats this summer and pledged $1,000 for a new dock next 
year.  Pittsburgh District Gov. Mat. Danielle Ilchuk noted that the Pittsburgh Archdiocese 
was celebrating its 100th on November 12th and the district is on the host committee.  
Carol Deerson announced 
she’s retiring after 17 years 
as CP&O director –thanks 
for the journey!  A well-
deserved standing ovation 
followed.  Deacon Peter 
Ilchuk, who will become 
CP&O, thanked Carol for 
the smooth transition 
and looks forward to 
working with NJ District 
Gov. Daria Miskiv on next 
year’s convention in Hershey/Harrisburg, PA.  A motion was approved to hold the 2018 
convention in Columbus, OH tentatively to be sponsored by the Ohio District with a date 
uncertain.  Your Editor asked whether it would be held jointly again with the OCA All-
American Council.  Deacon Peter responded by saying the council site was undecided but 
one in the Midwest was likely – holding them jointly was a possibility.
 Dr. John Schultz presented the report of the organizational outreach and development 
committee.  One workshop was held this year.  The big question: how does the FOCA fi t into 
the Church and society?  Deacon Joe Shaluha, Columbus chapter, said that he grew up 
with a Russian ethnic heritage and was active in camp but, when moving to Columbus, 
there were no chapters nearby and the parish had no organizations so they started a new 
chapter.  They had to sell Italian sausages and not kolbasi given the area!  There are many 
new members who love the idea of having fellowship.  Tammy Schultz added that their 
chapter is very passionate about raising funds for charitable projects.  
 Metropolitan Tikhon, noting that today was the anniversary of Fr. John Meyendorff ’s 
death, stated that he preached about the challenges of American society and asked: “Are 
we –the OCA/FOCA – meeting our challenges today?”  What’s going on in the world? 
– terrorist attacks, police shootings, etc.  Our kids are saying that we can get away from 
all this turmoil and be “ourselves” in places like the summer camps.  Let us be “persons in 
Christ.”  Three things: 1) we must be united – all Orthodox Christians in North America must 
be united – the current situation is sinful, uncanonical, impractical; 2) more concern for 
education is necessary in order to give an articulate witness to Orthodoxy – otherwise the 
elements of our Faith are lost; and 3) we must accept the problems of Western Christianity 
as our own – the Fathers of the Church fought the heresies of their day, let us be called their 
sons.  The Fellowship can be involved in these three areas.  “Looking in this room, I see John 
Sutko and Shirley Bryar from my ‘home’ parish here in Chicago, Father Dan who was in my 
diocese, Andrew Nelko now in seminary, Fr. Ted is in my diocese now.”  Last year’s gift of 
$300,000 for married student housing at St. Tikhon’s was a wonderful testament to what 
the FOCA can do for others – and now the support for Alaska.  How do we make a stand 
with our children is a question we must ask – with sports practices and rehearsals, there is 
no time for Church and God.

 VP Steff aro mentioned that youth today are called to serve.  The colleges are looking 
for students who are multi-dimensional (Scouts, etc.) – not just about good grades.  They 
are socially aware and want to do things.  Our New Jersey District, for example, is going 
to do “REMs” (ready-to-eat meals) at SS. Peter & Paul Church in Passaic.  Fr. Jillions posed 
the question: if the FOCA was just beginning, what would it be?  He was never a member 
growing up in Canada and California or NJ; his fi rst exposure was as chancellor.  “What 
strikes me is that all know the prayers during the molieben – we have to make sure the 
next generation knows their prayers.”  You have the “burning heart” about which Bishop 
Paul spoke – we need “spiritual fi rebrands” in America to use Fr. Florovsky’s term.  The FOCA 
may become that next generation of “fi rebrands” for the Church and Christ – it may not be 
for everyone but only for the committed.  “You have been doing that for over 90 years, and 
have proven and demonstrated this – keep it going!”
 Dr. John noted that the FOCA has changed many times in our 90 years.  What do 
we do now?  What needs must be addressed?  Bishop Daniel, observing that his parish’s 
chapter is the only one in the West, stated that it does wonderful things.  “Chapters must be 
involved in their own parish communities.  St. Patriarch Tikhon held that ‘God has granted 
strength to the Orthodox in this land.’  This is both a statement of fact and a prayer.  How do 
his words apply here?  I realize that there is a sense of frustration, some tiredness, the same 
old people do all the work.  The FOCA parishes are the most active, and all these strengthen 
the Church in this land and help it to grow – the reality is that, through us, the Lord does 
these good works. “ A brief recess was taken.
 The afternoon session started with an RBO presentation by Michael Snyder, its national 
treasurer and FOCA member; icons and informational brochures were distributed.  Nick 
Vansuch conducted the temporary nominations for national offi  cers.  Then Metropolitan 
Tikhon engaged in his “open dialogue” with the assembly.  “It is wonderful to be here for the 
90th convention in Chicago!  We are following up on last year’s successful joint OCA/FOCA 
meeting in Atlanta.  It is especially good to have three fellow bishops with me here this 
weekend.  The Holy Synod is grateful for all the work that FOCA does for the Church and 
the people in the OCA and Orthodoxy in America.  I remain in contact with the national 
board, especially Marge and Fr. Ted, and regularly hold discussions with them.  Last year 
was simply spectacular – we have a good working relationship between OCA and FOCA; it 
is healthy and positive as the presence of four bishops demonstrates.  And I sense a lot of 
energy here in Chicago, where I fi rst encountered Orthodoxy.”
 His Beatitude then highlighted a few things.  “Leadership” – it’s good to see Deacon 
Peter taking over as the new CP&O for Carol, who served so long.  This is diff erent from 
secular leadership – we have lots of deacons here who “serve” – “diakonia.”  The Fellowship 
nurtures leadership and we thereby become more of a Church, we create a sense of family 
from camps, tournaments, conventions.  The Lord’s command is to “unite us in one doing 
of good and useful action” and “to make Christ present in this broken world.”  “In my 1 hour, 
15 minute speech in Atlanta on ‘Apostolic Work of the Church,’ I said we have to remind 
ourselves that we are called to serve the same task and that our work rests on 4 pillars: 
spiritual life, stewardship, evangelism and outreach, and external relations.  The altar table 
has 4 pillars on which the Body and Blood of Christ is consecrated, and Christ Himself is the 
foundation on which the altar is built.  We must all work together to strengthen that bond 
of love.  My personal goal is to roll these ideas out and I ask for your help.”  
 Vladyka Tikhon entertained a number of questions from the fl oor.  Debbie Zelinsky of 
Campbell mentioned that some priests still do not want an FOCA chapter in their parishes 
and not all parishes are accepting of the FOCA.  “It’s time to correct this problem.  We can’t 
grow.”  He responded: “I have no answer.  What is lacking?  That attitude is out there but 
it’s not universal.  More often some priests just don’t think of the FOCA.  But you can’t 
be combative about this.  If 
more parishes hear about the 
Alaskan coloring books, that 
will promote the FOCA.  The 
best way to approach people is 
to show that you love and care 
for them.  Maybe you should 
expand the concept of a chapter?  
Dues, meetings are too much 
commitment for some.  Our 
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young people are not always open to that formality any more.”  Two questions were posed 
about the Pan-Orthodox Council that just met in Crete.  Fr. Ressetar asked why the issue of 
autocephaly, especially the OCA’s since 1970, hasn’t been resolved by now.  Why must it go 
through the Ecumenical Patriarch?  Vladyka said that’s “a good question.  I invite both bishops 
to answer it!”  (Laughter).  Unfortunately, this question was not on the agenda in Crete.  So, 

how do we live as 
the OCA.  “We exist 
as an autocephalous 
church and our 
gathering here today 
with the bishops is a 
manifestation of that 
autocephaly.  The 
council in Crete was a 
good start, however.”  
Ed Korolenko: “Why is 
there confusion with 
the council in Crete?”  

The Metropolitan said that we are always working for unity.  Bishop David: “We don’t have a 
Roman mentality.  We can’t ‘order’ unity.  We showed our united church last year in Atlanta.  
Do you know that the average life span of a charity is only 30 years according to a study?  
That the FOCA has been around for 90 shows that it has the right idea.  Keep your focus on 
Jesus Christ, and as long as that focus is there, don’t sweat the details.  Keep doing what 
you’ve been doing, just remember why!”
 Alice Woog stated that for the past 9 years we have been asking the question “why” 
– it’s all about the “why.”  “I personally want to thank you, Metropolitan Tikhon, and your 
brother bishops for being here.  We have to continue to ask others why belong to the FOCA?  
Why should they get involved?  Why should a chapter be formed?  There are many diff erent 
reasons, of course.  This all fi ts into your 4 pillars.”  Vladyka Tikhon said:  “Do I have 3 years 
to answer?”  (Laughter).  “I urge the FOCA to identify a need and seek to fulfi ll it.  You 
have a great network, experience and history.  Look what’ve you done with the coloring 
books and seminary housing.  See where the need is in a specifi c area and respond to it.”  
Finally, Bishop Daniel’s chapter – Phoenician “O” Club – asked what else was needed for the 
Alaskan Church, they were informed and responded, and Bishop David thanked the chapter 
for the new gift of Samsung tablets!  (Applause).  The sessions adjourned for the day.
 Vespers was celebrated later that afternoon in the hotel chapel by Father Boback 
assisted by Deacon Ilchuk.  The choir under the direction of Maestro Sutko sang the 
responses.  Deacon John Kornafel coordinated the liturgical services for the convention.  
And then conventioneers (with all the bishops) got onto buses for the ride into Chicago 
where they all boarded the “Anita Dee” ship for the dinner-cruise which Lori Garlick hosted.  
And what a “three-hour cruise” it turned out to be, going from hot, humid and sunny to 
dark, stormy and high waves in a matter of minutes, with Chicago Fire Department boats 
conducting water rescues while we rode it out next to the Navy Pier!
 Sunday’s hierarchal Divine Liturgy was concelebrated by Metropolitan Tikhon and  
Bishops Paul, David and Daniel in the chapel.  Assisting were Fathers John Adamcio, Jillions, 
Boback, Ressetar, Evansky and Tucci as well as Deacons Alexander Koranda, Shaluha, 
Kornafel, Ilchuk and Matusiak; and subdeacons included Andrew Boyd, Andrew Nelko and 
Roman Ostash.  Mr. Sutko again conducted the combined choir.  Many local faithful joined 
those participating in the convention itself.  His Beatitude gave an inspiring homily on the 
Lord’s command in today’s Gospel reading to love one another in response to the hatred the 
world has for Him and for us.  “They persecuted me and so will they persecute you.”  But the 
Lord says that it is possible for the light to break into that darkness.  St. Anthony the Great 
has 38 sayings (which Fr. Tom Hopko kept with him) – all we need to know is there in a 
simple and clear form.  We commemorate Sts. Boris & Gleb, sons of St. Vladimir of Kiev, who 
were murdered by their own brother.  They were not remembered for holiness but because 
they did not resist evil – we call them “passion-bearers.”  The Russian Imperial Family (who 
were remembered last Sunday) were also “passion-bearers” – they were glorifi ed by the 
manner in which they faced their executioners in 1918.  Their bodies were killed but not 
their souls.  May God protect us from such horrors.  We are called to remain faithful even 
when tested, and we can learn from St. Anthony and the martyrs to love our enemies, to 

turn the other cheek, to refuse to return evil for evil.  Amen.
 At the liturgy’s conclusion, His Beatitude expressed many thanks: to the host 
committee, to those who partook of the Eucharist, to Bishop Paul of the host diocese, to 
Bishop David whose diocese is farthest away, to Bishop Daniel in whose diocese is the 
westernmost FOCA chapter; to John Sutko for directing – “his is the 1st voice I had ever heard 
before becoming Orthodox – when I stepped into the church in Chicago I heard a booming 
bass voice ‘somewhere’ – this was 35 years ago.  And a special thanks to Carol Deerson, who 
is stepping down as CP&O, for her work for the FOCA, the Atlanta All-American Council, her 
parish and diocese – we are awarding her the Order of St. Innocent!” 
 That evening featured the grand banquet and dance, organized by Lori Garlick, in 
the hotel ballroom.  Mr. Garlick introduced Barry Koncel, who served as toastmaster and 
introduced the head table and many guests.  Metropolitan Tikhon reiterated his support of 
the Fellowship and its work, a view held by the Holy Synod, again noting that three other 
bishops joined him for the convention.  “I’ve met many friends from SS. Peter & Paul Church 
here, which was my ‘home’ parish upon becoming Orthodox over 30 years ago.  They are 
a wonderful testimony to the reality of what FOCA is.  The parable of the leavened bread 
applies – it only took a little leaven to make the whole loaf rise.  John Sutko, Mona Bilas, 
the Koncels and others were all part of the “R” Club as it was known back then.  It was 
somewhat of a mystery to me, just what the FROC was all about.  But now, many years later, 
it is much less of a mystery.  By your words and deeds you are living the Christian life.  By 
God’s grace may you continue to do that!”  President Marge Kovach then gave her address 
(which is reproduced in this issue) and awarded the national scholarships.  Bishop Paul 
delivered the benediction and then the dancing extended well into the evening.
 Monday’s closing session took care of much miscellaneous business.  Junior summer 
sports was set for July 9-15, 2017.  The “Celebration of Faith” arts contest will again be 
held.  Ms. Steff aro suggested starting the theme in the fall so that it can be incorporated 
into the Sunday School programs.  Laura Johnson stated that the topic could be announced 
at the basketball tournament when the winners are awarded.  Michael Steff aro suggested 
announcing the topic at the camps.  Samantha Exler awarded the photo contest winners 
on the theme of “God’s Creation: Nature” – Becky Tesar (18-45) and Andrea Davies (46+).  
Dr. Schultz suggested a Junior/youth category for the contest.  Donna Tesar drew the stock 
awards.  Gov. Daria Miskiv and three NJ “beauties” did a promo for next year’s Labor Day 
convention in Hershey/Harrisburg, PA, passing out Hershey Kisses.  The election of offi  cers 
was conducted by Nick Vansuch, chair, and Danielle Kovach, nominating secretary.  Ed 
Korolenko inquired whether Mickey Bowan was able to serve and Mr. Vansuch responded 
that he had asked to run again.  The entire executive board was reelected.  Congrats!  Liz 
Dutko won the silent auction for the Alaskan craft donated by Bishop David – the $200 was 
donated toward the 2017 Gifts of Love project.
 Bishop David took the podium 
and stated that he and the other 
bishops were conversing yesterday and 
realized that there was no episcopal 
liaison between the OCA Holy Synod 
and the Fellowship.  “I would submit 
that you should petition the Holy 
Synod to seek such a person.”  Your 
Editor moved for the appointment of 
an episcopal liaison and the motion 
was approved.  Alice Woog then 
noted that it took 46 years to reach the 
point of such an appointment (1970) 
and this demonstrated how far the 
FOCA has come.  Thanks again was 
expressed to our host committee, whose members also included Faith Pommier, treasurer, 
and Sue Miller, secretary.  Bishop David and Fr. Ted conducted the installation of offi  cers 
and each spoke briefl y; Fr. Dan read the prayer for travel.  Jackie Justice moved to adjourn 
the milestone 90th convention and President Marge led the closing ceremony with the big 
circle, the motto, the squeeze and the anthem.  And so the Chicago national convention 
became part of our glorious history!
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Pan-Orthodox Council Meets in Crete in June
After over 50 years of preparation, the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church met on the Greek 

island of Crete from June 19th, Pentecost Sunday, to June 26th, Sunday of All Saints under the chairmanship 
of His All Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.  Some 220 bishops and 70 offi  cial advisers participated 
in the sessions held at the Orthodox Academy of Crete in Chania.  The opening Divine Liturgy was celebrated at 
the Cathedral Church of St. Minas in Heraklion.  
 In addition to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Orthodox Churches participating included Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, Serbia, Romania, Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Albania and the Czech Lands/Slovakia.  Four churches 
declined to send delegations: Antioch, Russia, Georgia and Bulgaria.  Observers were present from the Vatican, 
the World Council of Churches, and other religious groups.
 Bartholomew “expressed his joy for the willing and positive response of the Local Autocephalous Orthodox 
Churches in attendance. . . The Primates . . . stressed the importance as well as the historical signifi cance 
of the convocation of this Council.  They also expressed their confi dence that the Council opens a new 
era of conciliarity for the Orthodox Church to express its positions on the contemporary problems of 
man in the world.”  “The issues discussed in the Holy and Great Council covered important topics such as 
the Mission of the Orthodox Church in the Modern World, the Orthodox Diaspora and the Operational 
Regulations of the Episcopal Assemblies, the Autonomy 
and the Way for Proclaiming It, the Importance of Fasting 
and its Compliance Today, the Sacrament of Matrimony 
and its impediments, and the Relations of the Orthodox 
Church with the Rest of the Christian World.”  His 
All Holiness added that “conciliarity is another word 
that characterizes the unity, holiness, catholicity and 
apostolicity of the Church, referring to its Eucharistic and 
eschatological identity and consciousness.”
 According to the Council’s offi  cial message, the 
“key priority of the Council was to proclaim the unity
of the Orthodox Church.  Founded on the Eucharist and 
the Apostolic Succession of her Bishops, the existing 
unity needs to be strengthened and to bear new fruits.  
The One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church is a divine-
human communion, a foretaste and experience of the 
eschaton within the Holy Eucharist.  As a continuous 
Pentecost, she is a prophetic voice that cannot be 
silenced, the presence of and witness to the Kingdom 
of the God of love.  The Orthodox Church, faithful to the 
unanimous Apostolic Tradition and her sacramental 
experience, is the authentic continuation of the one Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church as confessed in the Creed 
and confi rmed by the teaching of the Church Fathers.  
Our Church lives out the mystery of the Divine Economy 
in her sacramental life, with the Holy Eucharist at its 
center.  The Orthodox Church expresses her unity and 
catholicity ‘in Council.’” (emphasis in original).
 For further information and to read the offi  cial 
messages and texts of documents and view
 the photo galleries, visit the Council’s offi  cial website: www.holycouncil.org.                                                                                                       Credits: Photos by John Mindala and others

FEATUREstories
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 At the banquet during the recent 90th annual national convention in Chicago, 
Sunday, July 24th, National President Marge Kovach announced the recipients of this 
year’s national scholarships – Seminarian Andrew Nelko was in attendance as his 
name was announced!  Each deserving awardee received a $1,000.00 scholarship from 
the FOCA.  Let’s meet the winners:

SEMINARIAN ANDREW NELKO: Andrew is a senior at St. Tikhon’s Seminary 
in South Canaan, PA, studying for his 
master’s of divinity degree.  He, with 
the encouragement of Archbishop 
Michael, seminary rector, reactivated 
the seminary’s Fellowship chapter over 
two years ago now.  Needless to say, 
Andrew serves as chapter president and 
has overseen a number of charitable 
activities, including a benefi t dinner this 
past February in Jermyn, and led an all-
seminary basketball team as captain to 
this year’s national tournament in South 
River, NJ.  He also played in the national 
summer sports tournament.  In addition, 
Andrew has served as student body 

vice-president and has sung in the mission choir and the regular choir.  During the 
summer, he works on the monastery grounds cutting grass, doing other yard work, 
and various tasks.  This summer he drove the convention iconastas and furniture to the 
national convention in Chicago, helped set up the chapel, and assisted in the liturgical 
services.  Andrew sits on the seminary steering committee for accreditation.  And in 
high school he played various sports, including baseball and football.  He plans to be 
ordained to the holy priesthood in conjunction with his graduation from seminary next 
spring.  His is a Fekula scholarship and Mischa Michaelson scholarship designated for 
seminarians.    

ELIZABETH SWEDA: Elizabeth, a 
member of St. John the Baptist Church 
in Canonsburg, PA and its Junior chapter, 
#109-J, is now a freshman at Marietta 
College in Marietta, OH, studying 
petroleum engineering.  She served as 
Junior “O” Club president in 2015-2016 
and corresponding secretary in 2011-
2014.  She assisted in raising money for 
various service and social projects by 
hosting a pancake breakfast, spaghetti 
dinner, car wash and Pentecost Walk, and 
these benefi tted several organizations, 
including Orthodox Christian Prison 
Ministry, seminarian families, food bank 

and homeless women’s shelter.  Elizabeth brought back the Yolka (Christmas play) after 
not having it for many years (producer, director, costumes, script), and served as church 

camp teacher, in the kids choir and at the annual basket party.  She graduated from 
Commonwealth Connections Academy (Harrisburg, PA) (distinguished honor roll) and 
was in the National Society of High School Scholars and Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders.  And Elizabeth also is a member of both the Society of Petroleum 
Engineers and Society of Women Engineers.  Hers is a Klimkosky scholarship.  

WADE HISIRO: A member of Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church, Harrisburg, PA, 
Wade is currently a freshman at the 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, 
studying mechanical engineering.  He 
has served as an altar boy (since 2001), 
was in church school (2002 to 2016), 
and on the parish softball team (2011 
to present).  Wade was treasurer of the 
church’s “Teen Titans Youth Group” (9th to 
12th grades), and assisted at fundraisers 
such as pierogie making, pasta dinners, 
Souper Bowl of Caring, Christmas 
stocking project and the Christmas play 
each year.  In high school he was active 
in the Key Club (president in 2011-12), 
National Honor Society, baseball (9-12), 

cross country (9-12 and co-captain in 12), and was student representative to the Pink-
Out committee (11-12).  Wade also volunteered for Agia Sophia Orthodox coff eehouse 
(10-12), Gettysburg Foundation’s annual remembrance illumination, Central PA Food 
Bank, Caitlin’s Smiles and Youth Day of Caring.  And he organized a blood drive that 
collected over 45 pints.  His is a Fekula scholarship with Fred Lewis honors for the 
highest overall score of applicants.

ALEXANDER PANKIW: Alex is studying 
mechanical engineering and technology 
at Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, 
PA.  He is a member of Christ the Saviour 
Orthodox Church in Harrisburg, PA where 
he has been an altar server for many years, 
and is also a member of the Harrisburg 
“O” Club, #199 (its Junior “O” Club before 
that) and the men’s club.  Alex has been 
engaged in several sporting endeavors, 
including track and fi eld, cross country, 
ice hockey, ski club and cycling club.  In 
high school he earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout – his project was to rebuild the 
church’s playground, install an icon stand 
and construct benches.  His is a Torsky 

scholarship which is specifi cally designated for students majoring in the engineering 
disciplines. 
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the encouragement of Archbishop 
Michael, seminary rector, reactivated 
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Congratulations to the 2016

FOCA National Scholarship Awardees!
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that) and the men’s club.  Alex has been 
engaged in several sporting endeavors, 
including track and fi eld, cross country, 
ice hockey, ski club and cycling club.  In 
high school he earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout – his project was to rebuild the 
church’s playground, install an icon stand 
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St. Stephen’s Orthodox Christian Fellowship, Chapter #82, of St. Stephen’s Orthodox Catholic Cathedral of 
Philadelphia, recently made a major contribution to St. Tikhon’s Summer Camp, held yearly in July on the grounds of the 
seminary and monastery in South Canaan, PA.  If you’ve regularly attended the Novogodny Ball over the past few years, 
you had to have noticed the large number of teens and young adults who come to the ball – and have one, too!  Many of 
those in this group originally met at the summer camp, have stayed connected, and look forward to the ball every January 
to renew their friendships. 

 To thank the campers for supporting the ball every year, St. Stephen’s OCF expressed its appreciation by contributing 
$1,000 to the summer camp in order to purchase two new paddle boats (Sun Dolphin Sun Slider 5-seater) which are used 
by the campers on the lakes at the seminary-monastery complex.  The chapter has also pledged an additional $1,000 to the 
camp in 2017 from the profits of the 80th Novogodny Ball.  That money will be used to repair the dock facility on the 
lake near the seminary.  

 Paul Fedoronko, ball chairman, Connie Skvir, chapter recording secretary, 
and yours truly, chapter president, traveled to St. Tikhon’s on Sunday, July 3rd 
for the summer camp orientation.  Paul and Larry personally expressed their 
thanks to Kimberly Metz, camp coordinator, to all the camp counselors and 
volunteers, and to all the campers (and alumni) for their consistent support 
of the Novogodny Ball.  They extended an invitation to everyone to attend 
the 80th ball on Sunday, January 15, 2017 at the Trevose Hotel – Northeast 
Philadelphia, Trevose, PA.  The ball is a semi-formal event for the benefit 
of deserving charities and has been one of the premier events of the 
Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America for decades.

 As a footnote, St. Stephen’s OCF also recently contributed 
$250 to the St. Vladimir Camp and Retreat Center, which is 
run by the FOCA’s Ohio District, for its new pool project.  A 
fund drive for this $60,000 pool was held at the 90th national 
convention in Chicago.  Thanks again to all who support the 
Novogodny Ball and made these gifts possible – we look 
forward to seeing everyone on January 15th!

St. Stephen’s OCF Makes Big Splash
at St. Tikhon’s Summer Camp

by Larry Skvir
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SPORTScorner

FOCA Summer
Sports Tournament

Golf Outing: Friday & Saturday
August 19th and 20th

 This years’ Summer Sports Tournament was sponsored by the Am-
bridge Chapter #5.  In searching for venues for this year’s event, we went to 
the top – the PGA. Friday’s round was held at the 9th best Public Golf Course 
in PA- Whispering Woods - and it did not disappoint.  Whispering Woods, 
with its chiseled fairways, 50 bunkers, wandering springs and rolling ter-
rain presented a unique challenge for the 22 golfers who hacked their way 
through the course. 
 On Friday night, the group experienced the “Voodoo” experience at the 
nearby Voodoo Brewery in Meadville. The group dovetailed with the Cross-
ingville OCA Parish annual Art Auction for Missions fund raiser at the brew-
ery and was entertained by not 1, or 2 but 3  bands: Between the Lights, 
Almost Awake and Dan Donch. 
 Saturday’s round was held at the 8th best public golf course in PA- 
Venango Valley near Meadville. This “old school” course did not present the 
rolling terrains, but rather - challenging greens. Venango presented a near 
perfect venue for our 25 golfers with a pavilion on site and the reputation 
for very good food. They did not disappoint, the steak dinner for 37 individ-
uals culminating the weekend was second to none. The dinner and awards 
presentation was preceded by a Vespers service offi  ciated by V. Rev. Andrew 
Nelko with responses led by V. Rev. Emil Hutnyan.  
 The golfers enjoyed near perfect mid-summer weather, two top 
venues and great fellowship – sounds like a perfect recipe for an enjoy-
able Summer Golf event. We almost can’t wait until next year’s event being 
sponsored by St. Johns Sr. “O” Club of Alpha, NJ.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Nelko – Event Chairman

2016 Summer Sports Tournament Results
ONE DAY EVENT 
Actual   Callaway HDCP
1.  Andy Petty Middletown OH  86 1.  Justin Nescott Oakdale PA   76

TWO DAY EVENT 54 and Under
Actual   Callaway HDCP
1.  David Stockman Canonsburg PA 162 1.  David Schenken Canonsburg PA 146
2.  Bob Markvan Mason OH 169 2.  Aaron Markvan Mason OH 150
3.  Anthony Schultz Columbus OH 188  3.  Bob Schenken Canonsburg PA 151 

TWO DAY EVENT 55 and Over
Actual   Callaway HDCP
1.  Joe Lear Ambridge PA   176 1.  Mark Marton Garden St. NJ 150
2.  John Nelko Elizabeth PA   188 2.  Andy Cap Waterford PA 152
3.  John Lord Garden St. NJ   197 2.  Protodeacon  
        John Oleynik McMurray PA 155  

Friday
#2 Closest to Pin Anthony Schultz
#5 Closest to Pin 2nd Shot Andrew Nelko 
#11 Closest to Pin Anthony Schultz
#16 Longest Putt Joe Lear

Saturday
#2 Closest to Pin Bob Markvan
#6 Long Putt David Schenken 
#11 Closest to Pin Alex Schenken
#12 Closest to Pin 2nd Shot Anthony Schultz
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This year marks the 50th anniversary of the property housing what is now known as the St. 
Vladimir Camp & Retreat Center in Farmdale, Trumbull County, Ohio, outside of Warren.  It is owned 
and operated by the Fellowship’s Ohio District.  Today the property consists of the dining hall/activities 
center, dormitories, St. Vladimir Chapel, ball fi elds, pavilions and the swimming pool.  After many 
summers of use by campers and FOCA Junior Olympics participants, the time has come to replace the 
pool.  It won’t be cheap – $60,000 is the estimated cost.  But all agree that a pool is an essential part of 
any youth camp.  Let’s keep the memories going for future generations of campers and contribute to 
the new pool fund!  Visit this website to make a secure donation and for further information, including 
testimonials, notes from contributors and a photo gallery:

https://www.youcaring.com/st-vladimir-s-camp-retreat-center-foca-582447

Or, if you would rather send a check, 
please make it payable to 
“St. Vladimir’s Camp & Retreat Center”  
and note ‘Pool Fund’ in the memo line.  

Send your check to:
Melissa Tesar, Governor
Ohio District FOCA   
8205 Ivandale Drive 
Parma OH  44129-4313 

Please contribute today!

Sacn this QR Code and 
go directly to the YOU 
CARING web page.

Help the Fellowship’s Ohio District Install a New Pool
at the St. Vladimir Camp & Retreat Center!

Summer Sports Tournament Photo Gallery
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District News
Central PA District News

The Fellowship’s Central Pennsylvania 
District held two social events over the summer 
months.  On June 30th, members and friends 
gathered at First Energy Park in Reading, PA, 
home of the Reading Fightin’ Phils, for an 
Eastern League ball game versus your Editor’s 
Harrisburg Senators.  We had great seats in 
the picnic area just past third base.  Among 
those attending were Fathers Dan Ressetar, 
district spiritual advisor (with Matushka 
Theodora) and John Onofrey (with Matushka 
Stephanie) and past district governors Paul 
Semanco (and wife Jean) and Paula Lahutsky 
(and son John).  Then on Sunday, July 17th, 
an outing took place at Knoebel’s Amusement 
Park in Elysburg, PA.  After enjoying the rides 
and other activities at this throw-back, pay-
as-u-go park, everyone gathered for a cook-
out at a designated pavilion with Greg (the 
coordinator) & Dimitri Ressetar on the grill.  
Assisting in the event were district treasurer 
Bill and wife Joan Dupkanick.  Over 65 attended, 
including many non-FOCA friends from as far 
away as Williamsport!

Transitions: Summer 2016
DEPARTED: Michael Gozick, 81, Fairfield, NJ, passed away on 
July 11, 2016.  He was a longtime FROC/FOCA member of the 
New Jersey District.  Together with his wife, Irina (nee Nikitin), 
he was a very active member of the district and attended many 
national conventions and other events.  A retired accountant, Mike 
was a member of St. John Russian Orthodox Church, Singac.  In 
addition to his wife, he is survived by daughters Debbie Drabick 
and Tanya Broome (husband Rayvon), sister Claudette Scerbak 
(husband Peter), and several grandchildren.  Funeral services were 
celebrated at his parish with interment at Laurel Grove Memorial 
Park in Totowa.  May Michael’s memory be eternal! 

DEPARTED: Mary (nee Yurkowsky) Dubowchik, 103, Little 
Falls, NJ, departed this life on July 1, 
2016, just six days short of her 104th 
birthday.  She lived her life to the 
fullest.  A lifelong member of St. John 
Russian Orthodox Church in Singac, 
she was active in the choir, St. Ann’s 
Altar Society, “R” Club, #44, and St. 
Michael’s Society/RBO.  She attended 
many national conventions as well as 
district and chapter events.  Mary loved 
her church and Rusyn culture and was 
especially happy to interact with her 
fellow members of the Carpatho-
Rusyn Society.  She was also active in 

community organizations.  The mayor of Little Falls, for her 100th 
birthday, declared July 7th as her day.  Mary had a strong love of 
country and her favorite expression/song was “God Bless America.”  
As matriarch of the family, she took her role seriously.  She cared 
deeply for family both near and far.  A worldwide traveler, Mary’s 
most memorable trip was visiting her ancestral homeland and family 
in the Carpathian regions of Poland and Ukraine at the age of 89.  She 
also loved singing, dancing, socializing and gardening, attributing 
her longevity and good health to her faith, family and hard work.  
Mary is survived by her children, John Dubowchik (the late Janet) 
and Maryann Bacsik (Walter); grandchildren Melissa, Tamara, Lara, 
Charissa, Andrew and Rebecca; and several great grandchildren.  
Funeral services were held on July 7th at her parish.  May Mary’s 
memory be eternal!

DEPARTED: Ann M Kovach, 85, passed away on September 
11, 2016 in Liberty Township, OH, outside Youngstown, with her 

family by her side.  She was a medical 
secretary for 12 years before retiring to 
raise her family.  She was a member of 
St. Edward Roman Catholic Church, 
its crotchet club and Seton I, and 
volunteered for Meals on Wheels.  Ann 
made crafts for the trays at St. Elizabeth 
Hospital and numerous nursing homes 
for the holidays in which she could 
take a piece of construction paper and 
make it dance.  She is survived by her 
husband of over 60 years, Francis; 
children James, Jerome (Jerry), the 
husband of National FOCA President 

Marge Kovach, Susie (Greg) Malito and Kathy; grandchildren, 
including Danielle and Michael Kovach; and others.  Funeral 
services were held at her church.  Condolences may be sent to 
Jerry and family at 8 Ginesi Drive, Clark, NJ 07066.  May Ann’s 
memory be eternal!

DEPARTED: Edward A. Graban, Sr., 90, departed this life on 
June 13th at Maplecrest Nursing Home 
in Campbell, OH after a long illness.  
After graduating from high school, 
he proudly served in the Navy during 
World War II.  He married Helen Rife 
in 1961 and worked 37 years for Ohio 
Edison.  Ed was active in St. John the 
Baptist Orthodox Church and its “O” 
Club; he was an avid bowler, leading 
his leagues in average several times 
over the years, followed sports closely 
and was a member of the Campbell 

Gridiron Club. And his family reported that he enjoyed reading 
the Journal.  Preceded in death by his wife and 6 brothers and 3 
sisters, Ed’s survivors include daughter and son-in-law Mary Ruth 
and Joseph Mico, and son Edward, Jr.  Funeral services were held 
at his church.  May Ed’s memory be eternal!
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FOCA CALENDAR 2016-2017
Sat. Oct. 1: Orthodox Education Day, “Celebrating Mary,” St. Vladimir’s Seminary, Yonkers, NY
Sun. Jan. 15: 80th Novogodny Ball, Radisson Hotel – Northeast Philadelphia, Trevose, PA sponsored by St. Stephen’s OCF 
Mon. Feb. 27: Great Lent begins
Sun. April 16: HOLY PASCHA
April 28-30: National Basketball Tournament, Weirton, WV sponsored by the Weirton “O” Club   
May 5-7: National Bowling Tournament, Baltimore, MD sponsored by the Vladicon “O” Club  
May 13-20: Alaska Cruise to benefit the 2017 Gifts of Love project 
July 9-15: Junior Olympics, St. Vladimir Camp & Retreat Center, Ohio

For updates and detailed info, visit www.orthodoxfellowship.org

OCJ Patron Ad Listings
 Please help your Orthodox Christian Journal  — the oldest, continuously published Orthodox Christian 
periodical in North America – continue its work for the FOCA and others!  Support us by contributing a 
patron listing as a family, individual, chapter, district or parish.  These listings are published twice a year 
for Christmas and Pascha/Easter and usually appear in the fall and winter issues.  
 A check for $30 may be made payable to “FOCA” (add a note indicating “Journal Patron”) and sent to 
our national treasurer:

Michael Bowan, 2100 Lincoln Park West, #9ES, Chicago, IL 60614-4713; 

or use the Paypal function on the home page of the FOCA website: www.OrthodoxFellowship.org (“OCJ Holiday Greeting $30” 
on the drop-down list):

Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Thanks for your support!

Alaskan Orthodox Children 
Express Thanks for Their 

FOCA Coloring Books
At this July’s 90th national convention in Chicago, the Fellowship 

presented Bishop David of Alaska with a $10,000 check for new children’s 
coloring books.  The books were published by a Greek printer (who specializes in 
Orthodox children’s materials and had a display at last year’s OCA All-American 
Council in Atlanta) and were received in September.  Bishop David posted this 
delightful video clip on his Facebook page at the following link:

https://www.facebook.com/frdavid.mahaff ey/videos/10210596736059010/

And our thanks to all who contributed to this year’s “Gifts of Love” project 
and made this wonderful gift possible!

“Thanks to the generosity of the young members of the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in 
America and their ‘Gifts of Love’ project, we will be able to give Orthodox coloring books in their 

Native Language to the Yupik children in Western Alaska.  The children are saying: ‘Quyana, 
FOCA!’ which is ‘Thank you, FOCA!’ in Yupik.”
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RECYCLE!
Use This Issue To
Encourage New 
Membership

POSTMASTER - If Undeliverable 
Please Send Form 3579 To: Orthodox Christian JOURNAL • c/o 892 Scott Street • Wilkes-Barre, PA 18705

FOCA “Gifts of Love” Project
ALASKA CRUISE – MAY 13-20, 2017ALASKA CRUISE – MAY 13-20, 2017ALASKA CRUISE – MAY 13-20, 2017ALASKA CRUISE – MAY 13-20, 2017ALASKA CRUISE – MAY 13-20, 2017
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Proceeds to Benefi t the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church,Proceeds to Benefi t the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church,Proceeds to Benefi t the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church,Proceeds to Benefi t the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church,Proceeds to Benefi t the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church,

Kenai, Alaska

Itinerary

Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; Depart Newark May 12th at 3:20 p.m.; 

arrive Seattle at 6:10 p.m. –  
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RATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th PersonRATES  Cuise Only 3rd/4th Person
Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30Verandah Stateroom (VA)      $2,395** $1,609.30 $1,089.30
Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30Outside Stateroom (D) $2,225** $1,459.30 $823.30
Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  Interior Stateroom (K) $1,825** $1,059.30  

** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories ** Price includes round-trip airfare, transfers, hotel & cruise.  Additional rates for all stateroom categories 
available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.available upon request as well as rate for single supplement.

To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or To indicate your interest and obtain a confi rmation form, please contact PTS Travel at (201) 385-1884 or 
ptstravel@optonline.net; or call Carol Deerson at (732) 254-4679 no later than November 10th. 


